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Vision
Kamloops School of the Arts is committed to increasing students' academic success, critical
thinking and creativity through research-based, arts driven education.
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Message from the Administration Team

Welcome to Kamloops School of the Arts – Home of the S.T.A.R.s!

We are pleased your son/daughter has been accepted into KSA!

The highest order of thinking in education is to creatively apply knowledge. At KSA students
are trained and challenged to do this repeatedly with their learning. Our results to date are
outstanding as we have observed in student demonstrations of learning (called POD
Sharings), coffee house performances, juried portfolio presentations, provincial literacy and
numeracy assessments with our results being among the best in the district.

This is an exciting school that offers students an opportunity to experience curricular learning
in a different way. PRESENTATIONS OF LEARNING are integral to what we do here at the
school. These can only be achieved with the ongoing support of parents. The learning
program at KSA demands hard work and excellent attendance by our students. The
professional commitment of teachers and support staff who work here at KSA is admirable so
please encourage your child to ask for help whenever needed.  In addition, we depend on the
professional Arts Community for mentors and support.

We welcome your son or daughter to the school and ask that you contribute to the school's
success by being proactively involved in your child's education. We have a healthy and
generous Parent’s Advisory Council (PAC).  Please be an active member of the PAC where
you can make our school even stronger. Meetings are usually only once a month and parents
are welcome to volunteer at events.

Best wishes to you and your son/daughter as they engage in their learning along with other
students who have similar interests and passion! We are confident they will enjoy being part
of somewhere special that allows the arts to bring student learning to life!

Blair Lloyd, Principal
Jayne Latta, Vice-Principal
(KSA Admin Team)
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Kamloops School of the Arts Expectations
Classrooms Outside Hallways &

Washrooms
Cyberspace Special Events

S
Safety

* Listen to
announcements
* Everyone is Nut &

Scent Aware
* Get Permission &
supervision  to use
class/studio spaces
* Use school property
properly
* Listen & pay attention
* Ask permission to leave

* Listen to
announcements
* Be aware of your

surroundings
* Dress for the
weather
* Obey traffic laws
* Use the cross
walks
* Protect each other

* Listen to
announcements

* Report unsafe
things
* Report unsafe

behaviours
* Use doors safely
* Use property &

materials properly

* Use polite words
* Be kind
* Only use your

account(s)
* Do NOT share

passwords
* Do NOT share

personal contact
information

* Hands and feet to
self
* Listen to presenters
* Stay with your
class
* Be polite
* Say thank you
* Be aware of your

surroundings
* Dress for the
weather
* Obey traffic laws

T
Teamwork

* Include all peers
* Set goals & follow
through
* Be a good listener
* Use kind words
* Share knowledge &
offer

helpful ideas
* Share

* Be a good sport
* Work together to
solve conflicts
* Be a good role
model
* Wait your turn
* Share
* Include others

* Smile and say hello
* Follow staff
direction
* Create positive,
caring

spaces together
* Be welcoming
* Look out for guests

* Share your
expertise
* Help solve
problems
* Be on task
* Use only for school

work
* Come prepared

* Stay with your
class
* Help if needed
* Encourage others
* Be kind
* Be dependable

A
Accountability

* Do the right thing at the
right time

* Be on task
* Complete work
* Be on time
* Try your best
* Clean up after yourself
* follow tech & phone
rules

* Do the right thing at
the

right time
* Be kind
* Choose peaceful
solutions
* Use polite, kind
language

* Do the right thing at
the right time

* Walk on the right
* Be quiet during
classes
* Respect our school

property
* Wash with soap &

flush

* Do the right thing at
the right time

* Follow technology
&

phone rules
* Be kind
* Follow the rules

* Do the right thing at
the right time

* Give attention
quickly

to speaker
* listen carefully
* Be ready to learn
* Stay with your
class

R
Respect

* Respect our school
property
* Respect others
property
* Respect others ideas &
work
* Dress for learning &
follow dress Code
* Be polite at school
* Follow directions

* Treat others the
way
you want them to

treat
you

* Respect differences
* Include others

* Keep area tidy &
clean
* Respect others
privacy
* Respect other
classes

& be quiet
* Use kind words
* Use polite words

* Use school
approved

sites
* Respect privacy of

others
* Respect our school

equipment
* use polite words

* Give full attention
to presenters
* Show appreciation
in  polite and
respectful manner
* Keep quiet & allow

other to enjoy
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KSA Code of Conduct

The Code of Conduct is intended to encourage acceptable student behaviour in order to
establish and maintain a safe, respectful and caring learning environment. This code will
clarify expectations for student behaviour while at school, while going to and from school,
while attending any school function or activity at any location, or in other circumstances where
engaging in the activity will have an impact on the school environment. The Code of Conduct
prohibits discrimination on the basis of an individual’s or a group’s race, colour, ancestry,
place of origin, religion, family and marital status, age, physical or mental disability, sex or
sexual orientation.

1. Acceptable conduct includes the following:

Students are expected to:
a) Respect themselves, others, and property.
b) Attend school regularly and be punctual for all classes.
c) Engage in purposeful learning activities and set high standards for personal achievement.
d) Show consideration for diversity: the thoughts, feelings, and heritage of others.
e) Use electronic systems in a respectful, responsible, and ethical manner.
f) Conduct themselves in a polite, respectful, and co-operative manner.
g) Dress in a manner that appropriately reflects a school environment.

2. Unacceptable conduct includes but is not limited to the following:

Students are expected NOT to:
a) Engage in behaviours that interfere with the learning of others.
b) Engage in behaviours that create unsafe conditions.
c) Bully, harass or intimidate others.
d) Engage in physical violence.
e) Retaliate against a person who has reported incidents.
f) Possess, use, or distribute illegal or restricted substances.
g) Possess or use weapons.
h) Damage property.
i) Use personal technology devices, such as cell phones or cameras, during the school day
except where expressly authorized.

Students who contravene this Code of Conduct will be subject to progressive discipline,
reflective of the age and maturity of the student, any special needs, and the severity and
frequency of the unacceptable conduct. The discipline will be fair, consistent, and meaningful,
for the purpose of making restitution and enhancing student responsibility and self-discipline.
Special considerations may apply to students with special needs if these students are unable
to comply with a Code of Conduct due to having a disability of an intellectual, physical,
sensory, emotional or behavioural nature.

The Board will take all reasonable steps to prevent retaliation by a person against a student
who has made a complaint of a breach of a Code of Conduct. School officials will notify
parents, school district officials, and other agencies as deemed appropriate for any particular
incident.

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 73 (KAMLOOPS/THOMPSON) POLICY 600.1 Effective Date, July 6, 2015

Kamloops School of the Arts Handbook 4



Discipline

Kamloops School of the Arts students are expected to conduct themselves in a safe and
considerate manner at all times. Problems are dealt with by all staff and volunteer
supervisors.  A system is in place where teachers and administrators are informed of issues.
This system is part of the Positive Behavioural Interventions and Supports (PBIS).  When
students are having serious or persistent problems, parents are contacted and alternate
arrangements for these students may have to be made. Students are expected to
demonstrate appropriate behaviour at KSA and while on field trips.

KSA is a Positive Behaviour Interventions and Supports School. This means that we follow a
specific set of Values which are remembered by using our  S.T.A.R. chart on page 3.
Teachers teach the desired behaviour in the appropriate location. Support staff teach the
behaviours too. Initial and minor infractions result in the skills or behaviours being retaught.
Further or more severe infractions may be dealt with at the administrative level.

Office Hours: 8:00 am to 4:00 pm, Monday to Friday.

Supervision Before and After School
Elementary students line up at 8:20 am when the bell rings and be met by a staff member at
their entrance door. Students should not arrive before 8:20 am, unless they have a sponsored
activity such as sports practice, or band rehearsal.

After school, students are expected to go home or to their appropriate childcare.
Elementary students will not take breaks or play at the front of the building for
SAFETY reasons.  There is no supervision before the 8:20 am bell or after
school.

Parking and Traffic

All student pick-up and drop-off occurs on Fraser Street.  The staff parking lot is
for staff only.  Cars without a staff pass may be towed. If you require handicapped parking or
have a child with an IEP that requires accommodation, please contact the office.

We believe strongly in the safety of our children, therefore, please make sure you are aware
of parking and traffic routines at our school.  Students are reminded to follow road safety at all
times. Students are required to use the crosswalk and look both ways before crossing the
street.

If you have a serious traffic safety concern or parking please contact:

City of Kamloops Bylaws @ 250-828-3409.
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KSA Student Dismissal and Pick-up Protocol

Primary Classes – (grades K-3) Safety
There is a joint responsibility by the school and parents and/or guardians
(caregivers) to ensure all students are released and picked up safely.  The
designated caregivers (as indicated in MyEdBC) are the only people who are
part of the pick-up procedures after school.

Parents/Guardians are responsible for ensuring that the school knows who is picking up a
student whenever it is not the regular pick-up person. This communication preferably
happens in writing and is received by the school office and respective staff member well in
advance.  Students may not be released unless the school receives this prior pick-up
information.

Parents/Guardians  are also expected to ensure their child is aware of safety with adults that
are unknown to them.  Schools support this awareness and review this with all classes
routinely.
Any adult who is not the designated pick-up caregiver needs to report to the office as a visitor.
All staff will direct visitors to report to the main office.

Secondly, the office will check to see if the adult has consent by the Parents/Guardians to
pick up a student.  Then the adult can be directed to the designated pick up location.  If there
is a problem the school administration will ask for reconciliation directly from the parent or
request that the visitor leave the building.

Kindergarten Dismissal

Dismissal Checklist:
1) Students line up in the hallway with the teacher/supervisors overseeing the line-up
2) The students will be divided into two groups:

Group A – after school bus students
Group B – students being picked up by a parent or guardian

3) Group A (Bus students) are taken to the designated bus bench and are supervised by
a CEA – they are also taken to their respective buses.

4) Group B – Students being released to pre-approved parents/guardians are walked
outside to the rear line-up area.

5) Students will be released one by one from the line-up. This will happen when the
student, parent and teacher have acknowledged the proper person is there for pick up
as expected.

Secondary Dismissal
Secondary students will be dismissed at the bell and are responsible for
finding their way safely home. If a student needs to leave early, a written note
from a guardian must be provided. All students are expected to sign out at
the main office if leaving early or for appointments.
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Safety Protocol Checklist

1. All authorized parent/guardians must be on the MyEdBC pick-up list
2. All visitors and people who do not usually pick up the students need to report to the

main office.
3. All supervisors will continue to wear yellow vests to ensure they are very visible to

parent visitors and the students.

Fire Drills and Safety Drills
School fire drills are carried out on a regular basis in accordance with the School Act and in
cooperation with the officials of the Fire Department. As well, two lockdown drills and an
earthquake drill are held throughout the year.

Emergency “Lockdowns” & “Hold and Secure”  Situations

Our staff is highly trained for these situations. Older students may text their parents, if
possible, to let them know they are safe and will contact again when the staff indicates it is
safe to do so.

In a real ““Lockdown” & “Hold and Secure” situation we ask that you do NOT phone the
school. This may interfere with emergency services and RCMP communication with the
school. You are welcome to call the School Board Office. Facebook communication should
also be avoided. Misinformation and rumours can escalate an already difficult situation. When
an emergency has passed the Principal will contact all parents via recorded telephone
message. Please make sure your primary contact phone number is correct and up-to-date at
all times.

Reporting Student Absences
To report your child’s absence call this toll-free number 1-844-350-2647 or visit
go.schoolmessenger.ca A Username and Password has been issued to all parents using
the email address provided to the school to access the Safe Arrival program. Options for
reporting absences include a phone call, an app or an online reporting tool.

Students Arriving Late
Students who are not in their classrooms by 8:30 am are considered late and must report to
the office to sign in for safety. It is important for students to understand the need to be
punctual especially at a school that includes unique rotating schedules.  Lateness is noted on
report cards and may also affect students’ effort marks.

Weather & Proper Clothing

Elementary students should have separate inside and outside footwear.  Please make sure
your children are dressed appropriately.  In the winter, the weather can change drastically
during the day. This also affects our footwear.   Because it is good for our health, Elementary
students are expected to be outside during break times (recess and lunch breaks).  In the
summer, students should come to school with sunscreen, a water bottle and a hat for playing
outside.
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Kamloops School of the Arts: Bell Schedules for 2021-2022

BELL SCHEDULE  2021-2022

Elementary Bell Schedule Bells scheduled to ring
outside only

8:20 Warning Bell 8:20 (warning to come in)

8:30 –  8:40 am Start Up Routines
(10 minutes)

8:40 - 9:35 am Period 1 (55 minutes)

9:35 - 10:30 am Period 2 (55 minutes)

10:30 –10:45 am Recess (15 minutes) 10:30  (warning to come in)

10:45– 11:40 am Period 3 (55 minutes)

11:40 - 12:40 pm Lunch (60 minutes)
• 11:40-12:10
• 12:10-12:40

EAT

12:40 - 1:35 Period 4 (55 minutes)

1:35 - 2:30 Period 5 (55 minutes)

2:30 – 2:41 Reflection on Learning Prepare for home dismissal

Secondary Bell Schedule Bells scheduled to
ring outside only

8:20 Warning Bell 8:20

8:30 - 9:45am Period 1
(75 minutes)

Long Break 9:45-10:05 am
(20 min)

10:05-11:20am Period 2
(75 minutes)

11:20-12:08 pm Lunch Break
(48 minutes)

12:08-1:33pm Period 3
(85 min)

1:33 - 2:57 pm Period 4
(84 min)

Senior Students (10-12) “Major” Days are -- A, B, C, d
Junior Students (8 & 9) “Major” Days are – D, C, B, a
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Secondary Wednesdays Bells scheduled to
ring outside only

8:20 am Warning Bell 8:20

8:30  -  9:34 am Period 1 (64 minutes)

9:34 -  10:38 am Period 2 (64 minutes)

10:38 - 10:58 am Long Break
(20 minutes)

10:58-12:02 pm Period 3 (64 minutes)

12:02 - 12:50 pm Lunch (48 minutes)

12:50 -   1:54 pm Period 4 (64 minutes)

1:54 – 2:57 pm Career Ed
(63 minutes)

2:57 pm Dismissal

Ways to Communicate with Teachers @ KSA - a great reference for busy parents.

1) If you have quick question please;
a) email the teacher directly
b) or call the school @ (250) 374-3200 leave a message for the teacher to call you. (I suggest
you leave your phone number for a quick return call:)

2) If you have a concern in a class or subject area please;
a) email the teacher directly to set up an appointment or a phone call time to chat
b) or call the school @ (250) 374-3200 leave a message for the teacher to call you. (I suggest
you leave your phone number for a quick return call:)

NEXT...
If you are not contacted by the teacher in a reasonable amount of time (24-72 hours) Please
contact the principal. He will make sure the teacher remembers to check their email or find
out if the phone message was picked up. Principal’s email:  blloyd@sd73.bc.ca

3) If you have a more complex or delicate question, please feel free to copy the principal
on your meeting request. It is important to provide the teacher with the opportunity to help you
and your child however, we believe that we have a solid team atmosphere and our
administrators are here to help in finding solutions.

We also make appointments for phone meetings! We find that busy parents appreciate a
quick phone meeting. Please do not hesitate to call the main office to set-up a phone meeting
with either Mr. Lloyd or Mrs. Latta. Our secretaries can schedule the appointments to ensure
the time is set aside for a chat.

Student Progress and Report Cards-NEW!
Elementary teachers will be using the new reporting format this year,
more information will come out soon.  Secondary teachers will
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provide 4 formal reports and two informal reports.

Secondary Reporting – Honour Roll Indicators

Reporting changes are received as Ministerial Orders. In BC, grade 8 and 9 students will
receive a letter grade without a percentage indicated. Effort Honour Roll will be recognized
however, Academic Honour Roll is not calculated. In grades 10-12, letter grades and
percentages are included in the reporting orders therefore, both Effort Honour Roll and
Academic Honour Roll is calculated.  Academic honour roll is awarded to students with an
average of 80-89.4 percent while First Class honours is awarded to students with 89.5
percent or higher.

The informal reports can be conferences, interviews, telephone calls, open houses, portfolios,
Back and Forth books or Student Planners.

Parents are encouraged to contact the teacher if they require further information or would like
to share information important to the welfare of their child, they are asked to contact the
teacher to make an appointment.  Monthly newsletters are sent home with students, posted
as an email attachment and on our website. A copy is also available at the front counter.
Teacher emails can be found on the KSA website.** http://ksa.sd73.bc.ca/

Effort Honour Roll

Effort Honour Roll will be recognized for students who have maintained G’s in courses that
provide final effort grades.

Gold Cord- Grade 12

Gold Cord Recipients must have achieved academic and effort honour roll in grade 10 & 11
and the first three terms in grade 12.

Foundational Skills Assessments (FSA) Grades 4 & 7

The Foundation Skills Assessment is an annual province-wide assessment of British
Columbia students' academic skills, and provides a snapshot of how well BC students are
learning foundation skills in Reading Comprehension, Writing, and Numeracy.

The main purpose of the assessment is to help the province, school districts, schools and
school planning councils evaluate how well students are achieving basic skills, and make
plans to improve student achievement. FSA is designed and developed by British Columbia
educators. The skills assessed are linked to the provincial curriculum and provincial
performance standards.

The assessment is administered annually to Grade 4 and 7 students in public
and provincially funded independent schools.
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Secondary Students Services – Counselling Department Grades 8-12

Counselling appointments for secondary students may be
booked through the secretary in our main office.  Students
who have a quick question are welcome to stop by the
office outside of class hours without an appointment.

The student support you may need!

Education/Career - The school counsellor assists with course selection consultation and
student timetables, course challenge requests, access to and consultation regarding post
secondary information and information sessions, as well as, tracking progress toward
graduation through completion of all required courses. The school counsellor works closely
with teachers, parents, learning assistance teachers, and administration to monitor/support
students at risk of failing, or who are experiencing significant emotional or behavioural
challenges.  Supports may include: School Based Team Meetings, one-to-one counselling,
peer tutoring, program changes, referral to outside agencies, Summer School
recommendation, etc.

Grade 12 Students are further supported with grad transitions, scholarship information, and
consultation regarding post-secondary programs/schools.

Personal, Emotional, Social - the school counsellor and/or district consultants are student
advocates.  These people are available for students to talk to when they need help.  This can
include one or more one-to-one meetings. Depending upon the needs of the student this may
also include facilitating access to community supports such as health care, Child & Youth
Mental Health, MCFD, Interior Community Services, etc.  All SD 73 school counsellors have
received training for screening students at risk of suicide.

Secondary Students Services – Learning Assistance Grades 8-12

This program offers learning assistance assessment, remediation and course assistance to
students referred by counsellors or teachers. Students needing specific help may be
timetabled into the LAC room. Some of the services provided by LAC include: assistance with
academic courses; adapted learning materials; tutoring; word processing; organizational help;
study skills; assignment tracking; test support and proofreading. Students completing online
courses may also use this area. Parents are welcome to contact the school counsellor for
further information.  

Secondary Student Fees

Academy fees

Kamloops School of the Arts is a fine arts academy that offers in-depth study of
the major art forms of music, dance, visual arts and drama as well as integration
of music, dance, visual arts, drama and media arts into core curriculum in Grades 8-12; 25%
of our secondary students` learning involves the study of these arts.  Fees vary depending on
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the major and minors chosen.

Secondary District Textbook Fees

As per district policy 506.4, the textbook deposit will be $50 per student to a
maximum of $100 per family. The textbook deposit will be held by the school
until the student graduates or withdraws from the school provided that the
textbooks are returned in a suitable condition at the end of each semester or school year.

If the textbooks are damaged or not returned at the end of the semester or school year, the
school will not refund the original deposit and may charge an additional deposit fee of $50 per
student to a maximum of $100 per family at the beginning of the following semester or school
year.

Elementary School Supplies and Fees

Students pay a user fee in September and are provided with their supplies
for the year. School supplies are purchased in bulk by the school district.
Parents will receive a newsletter early in September regarding the fee
schedule.

Medical Policies

1. Please contact the school if your child has any health issues or
potentially life-threatening conditions of which we need to be
aware.

2. Medical forms must be updated every September.

3. No medications (prescription or non-prescription) are to be administered by school
district employees without prior written consent of the parent/guardian and doctors
must sign a Request for Administration of Medication at School form which includes
written medical advice from a physician. For more information, please see district
policies 1006.1 and 1006.2 at www.sd73.bc.ca.

Elementary Student Services – Learning Assistance

Specialized programming is provided for students by the learning assistance resource room
teacher (LART). Teachers, after consulting with parents, may choose to refer students for
learning assistance. Speech and language support, learning assessments, behaviour
supports, and counselling is available. Access to specialized programming in the school is
initiated through the classroom teacher. Each child on an Individual Education Program (IEP)
has a case manager who works with parents to create a learning plan to support the needs of
the child.
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Parent Involvement

There are several ways in which you can be an active and involved parent at Kamloops
School of the Arts. Our Parent Advisory Council (PAC) meets at the school on a regular basis.
The meeting dates are published in the school newsletters and posted on facebook.
Kamloops School of the Arts PAC (KSA PAC) is the facebook group for KSA parents.

Many people volunteer in our school. Their involvement is greatly appreciated and allows us
to expand our programs and to support children in ways that we otherwise would not be able
to do.

We have a vibrant “One-to-One” reading program that only requires 1 hour a week. This
program makes a huge difference in children’s lives. They may require a little extra support in
reading but when they begin to grow and improve their skills, they feel confident, happy and
proud. Please consider joining this team. Email blloyd@sd73.bc.ca to find out more.

Whenever parents are in the school, we emphasize the importance of confidentiality. Records
and personal information are confidential and we expect our parents to respect that. Regular
volunteers are required to sign a volunteer agreement, and all visitors to the school
must sign in at the office.

Technology Agreement for Students

All students must sign the Student Use & Consent Form.

Students using District technology resources are expected to follow the same regulations
both during and outside of school hours.  District resources must be used responsibly and not
for any purpose except educational purposes.  Illegal acts committed on or through District
technology resources may

be reported to legal authorities. Illegal acts may include, but are not restricted to, hacking into
systems or deleting files to which the student does not have access privileges, introducing
viruses or downloading or copying copyrighted material.

Guidelines for Personal Electronic Devices (Grades K-7)

Students who bring devices such as cell phones, ipods, Nintendo DS’s or similar items will be
instructed to keep them in their backpacks or lockers for the duration of the school day, unless
requested by the teacher for class work. As per the District’s Policy 406.1, the safe keeping of
these devices are solely the responsibility of the owners. We ask that students use the Office
phone when calling parents during the day, due to illness or urgent matters. Students may
use e-type readers for quiet reading times upon permission of the
teacher. School equipment such as digital cameras and movie cameras
may be used for school activities with the permission of the teacher but no
other recording/photographic devices may be used at any time.
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Internet Access

Most times students are accessing the Internet during class time while under the direct
supervision of a staff member. A signed Internet form is on file for all of our students to access
the Internet. These forms are handed out to parents at the beginning of each school year.

Gym Strip for P.E. and Dance Classes

On days when elementary students have dance or PE, they are required to
wear a T-shirt, shorts (or other flexible clothing like yoga pants), and
non-marking running shoes.  Primary class clothing requirements will vary
with individual teachers; please check with your child’s teacher for details.

The following gym strip and materials are to be supplied by all secondary PE
students: gym shoes, gym shorts or sweat bottoms, gym shirt or sweat top,
and a lock for the gym locker. The student should also have warm workout clothing for the
winter months.                                  Secondary dance students require jazz shoes and
workout wear.

KSA Dress Code

In accordance with SD73 School District Policies and AP’s:
Kamloops School of the Arts is committed to providing students with learning environments that are
safe, equitable and inclusive. Students and staff must show mutual respect for everyone, and this
does not change based on how someone is dressed. KSA believes that judgements on the
appropriateness of student attire are best made by students and their families, because clothing
choices reflect individual identity, cultural norms and socio-economic factors that are intensely
personal. Students may attend school and school related functions in clothing of their choice that
respects our school community, provided that it meets the following conditions:

1. Conforms with the Health & safety requirements for the intended activity.
2. Does not promote drugs or alcohol.
3. Does not display profanity or violence.
4. Does not display discriminatory language or images.

Hat Policy: Individual teachers will discuss the wearing of headwear (Hats with brims/Toques/Hoodies
etc.) in their classes and use this opportunity to discuss specific times when headwear may not be
appropriate (exams/tests/student presentations etc….)

*** DRESS CODE POLICY TO BE REVIEWED ON AN ANNUAL BASIS***

Please Note: In any of these violations, school administration will work with the
student and family to review the dress code AP/policy.
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Athletics

Kamloops School of the Arts offers a variety of extra-curricular sports
programs. Intermediate and Secondary students are able to participate in
volleyball, basketball, track and field, and our after-school sports
program.

Parents are asked to discuss with their children and together, make wise decisions about
joining activities and committing to school teams. A gym strip is required for these programs.
In the interest of participation and school spirit, chosen team members have demonstrated a
sincere wish to play.

Field Trips

Field trips are an extension of classroom programs. Parents will be notified in advance and
must sign a permission slip in order for their child to participate. Parent volunteers are most
often needed to help supervise children. Parent drivers are asked to complete a form for
insurance purposes.

Please note that no elementary child is allowed in the front seat of a vehicle that is equipped
with an airbag. In addition to this, please note that the provincial regulations regarding use of
car seats are in effect and must be followed for any trip involving transporting children. Parent
drivers are requested to go directly to and from the field trip location, without any additional
stops, during field trips. Thank you for your cooperation. Students are expected to behave on
field trips in the same good manner in which they conduct themselves at the school.

Lost and Found

Please label your child(ren’s) personal belongings. Students are
responsible for their own belongings. Items of value should not be
brought to school. Toys should not be brought to school. Lost items may
be located in the lost and found in front of the main office.

Locks and Lockers

Typically, secondary students must put a lock on their lockers.  Locks can be
purchased from the office for $10. Students have a responsibility to keep their
lockers clean and free of rotting food or other odours.  Lockers are a part of
school district property and can be subjected to search at any time.  Due to COVID-19

Use of Phones

School phones are business phones, students may use a phone if they ask the
teacher for permission and it is granted.

 As a general rule, cell phones should be turned off and put away in a secured
locker unless otherwise directed by the teacher.  At no time will the use of any personal
electronic device invade or infringe upon the personal privacy or safety of any member of the
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school district community. (School Board Policy 406.1)

Cell phones and Personal Devices are subject to search or confiscation if deemed necessary
by the principal or principal designate.

Library

The Kamloops School of the Arts library has a full collection of fiction and
nonfiction materials for readers from Kindergarten to Grade 12. It is also a
great place to read and study. Students have opportunities to exchange
library resources during school hours.

Students are responsible for materials borrowed from the library and need
to return them by their due dates. Most materials have a loan period of two weeks.

Fines are usually issued if books are lost or damaged, but students are encouraged to speak
with the librarian if this happens.

Students should keep all library materials:

● stored in a dry bag
● in places, out of reach of younger siblings or pets
● away from food or drink
● safe from the elements

KSA Senior Students Program Details

Graduation

Eighty (80) credits in grades 10 – 12 are required for graduation.  Sixteen (16) of the credits
must be grade 12 level, including English 12 or Communications 12 or First Peoples English
12. The sixteen credits are in addition to the Graduation Transition Plan.

In order to graduate, all students must complete Graduation Transitions. This 4-credit
course is designed to help graduating students plan for success. Students meet with the Grad
Transitions coordinator, approximately every 6 weeks, (Terms 1 -3), in order to monitor
progress.

Juried Portfolios

This is a 2-credit course, compulsory for all grade 11’s & 12’s,helps prepare students to apply
to fine arts programs in universities as well as showcasing their very best work. It is an
independent study course.

Students will meet throughout the year with a teacher specialist in their chosen discipline to
receive guidance and feedback as they prepare a portfolio showcasing their accomplishments
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in their chosen Major.

Teachers will also assist in developing the content and criteria for each portfolio. In January,
Grade 12 students will present their portfolio to a panel that will provide a mark based on the
previously established criteria. At year-end, Grade 11 students will present their portfolio to a
panel that will provide a mark based on the previously established criteria.

Plagiarism/Cheating– School Policy

Purpose

Academic integrity (honesty) is necessary for all researchers, writers, or artists.  We must be
able to provide the chain of information and ideas for our audience back to its origin.  It is
important to be respectful of all original work (intellectual property).  Plagiarism is stealing.
 We need to understand that simply changing content layout
does not transfer ownership of the original idea.  For
example, “if I steal your blue bike and paint it red, do I now
own it?  I did do work on it after all”.   Also, remember
research is to be used to support your own writing or
creation not to drive the product.  

Consequences

Step 1:  Learning from our mistakes

The classroom teacher will work with the student to reteach citation expectations and
procedures.  The teacher will keep a record of the type of offence and of the relearning
opportunity or any consequence given.  Following the completion of a re-learning opportunity,
the student will be permitted to redo the assignment or complete an alternate assignment as
determined by the teacher.  Depending on the severity of the cheating/plagiarism and the
intent, the student’s effort mark for the course may be affected.  Parents may be contacted
upon the teacher’s discretion.

Step 2: Interventions for repeated plagiarism/cheating

Students will be referred to school administration for non-compliance.  Administrators will
contact parents.  A consultation will be held with the teacher in determining a suitable
make-up assignment in addition to the completion of an assignment to show their learning
about plagiarism and cheating.   Students may face an in-school suspension. The student’s
effort mark will be lowered.

Step 3:  Disciplinary Action for multiple offences

Students may be referred to the Superintendent’s office for an academic hearing with parents
and administration present.  Possible consequences could include a directed suspension.
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Kamloops School of the Arts
1390 9th Avenue Kamloops, BC  V2C 3X5 *  Telephone:

250-374-3200 * Fax: 250-377-2245

USE OF PRONOUN ON ACADEMIC REPORTS

Supporting Diverse Sexual Orientations, Gender Identities and Expressions

In the interests of all students we aim to create an inclusive learning environment at KSA.  We
all stand to benefit when an inclusive environment is nurtured in our school.  To that end we
have developed a response to what is considered best practice with regard to
self-identification and in particular as it relates to the composition of the student academic
report.

Self-Identification – Students have the right to self-identification, which includes the name by
which they wish to be addressed and their preferred pronouns that correspond to their gender
identity.

p1 Supporting Diverse Sexual Orientations, Gender Identities and Expression

Some points of note in order to achieve this self-identification in our report writing

a) Students request a confidential meeting with our school counsellor to discuss the
request of their preferred pronoun on the report;

b) It is the student’s choice to self-identify and no mandate or pressure to do so will be
made;

c) After the request is discussed with the counsellor, teachers will then be informed
and make use of the preferred pronoun in composing the report;

d) In some cases, a teacher may avoid the use of the pronoun altogether and simply
use a student’s name.
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