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1390 Ninth Avenue, Kamloops BC V2C 3X5
PHONE: 250-374-3200 FAX: 250-377-2245

SAFE ARRIVAL: https://go.schoolmessenger.com/#/home
SAFE ARRIVAL PHONE: Call before 8:20 am to 1-844-350-2647

Principal's Message

Welcome back from Spring Break to the students and families of
Kamloops School of the Arts! I hope you all had a chance to
spend some quality time with your family and enjoy more
sunshine! We are now in the last few months of the 2021-2022
school year and there are many exciting activities and events.
Please enjoy reading our April/May newsletter and take note of
some of the exciting events planned for our students and
families.

Among many other happenings at our school, I would like to take
the opportunity to raise awareness of a significant day which
happened at our school on April 7th- This is our DAY OF
SUCWENTWECW.  Schools across the district held activities to
honour and recognize the Secwepemc and Nlaka’Pamux
territory as well as other First Nations and Aboriginal Groups.  In
the Kamloops/Thompson School District this is now known as
the Day of Sucwentwecw.  Sucwentwecw means to acknowledge
one another.

May is the month we  begin our official welcome of new students
to KSA for the 2022/2023 school year. The kindergarten
teachers have been busy creating programs to welcome our K
students for next fall.  We are also gearing up to celebrate the
grade 12’s successful journey in school- LIVE Grad
commencements have been arranged for June 10th, stay tuned
for more information.  We look forward to having you help us
celebrate these upcoming events!

A reminder regarding outstanding course fees. Just a friendly
reminder to ensure that your child's school/course fees have
been paid for 21/22. Fees can be paid on-line with School Cash
or at our main office (cash/cheque/debit only)

Our staff strives to integrate the Arts into each lesson of the day.

Thank you for your continued support,

Blair Lloyd

Mr. B. Lloyd, Proud Principal of 500 S.T.A.R. students!

Important Dates

Apr. 4 School’s back in session

Apr. 7 Day of Recognition

Apr. 15 No School Good Friday

Apr. 18 No School Easter Monday

Apr. 25 No School Pro-D

May 6 Secondary report cards

May. 20 No School Pro-D

May. 23 No School Victoria Day

Jun. 23 Last Day of Secondary Classes

Jun. 29 Last day of Elementary classes
Early dismissal 12:30
Report Cards

Jun. 30 No School Administration Day

https://go.schoolmessenger.com/#/home
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/FeZ3QPfIajjf51z67YXhow~~/AAAAAQA~~


COVID-19 UPDATE

On April 20, 2022, SD #73 revised the District’s Communicable Disease Prevention Plan which
enacts safety measures in the Provincial COVID-19 Communicable Disease Guidelines for K-12
Settings, Provincial Health Officer orders, and public health guidance from BCCDC and Interior
Health.

Summary of safety measures that will continue in schools and district facilities:

● Daily health awareness check (language change from Daily Health Check), which refers to
staying home when sick

● Practice hand hygiene and respiratory etiquette
● Continued regular cleaning and disinfecting of frequently touched surfaces, including water

fountain mouthpieces
● Practice strategies to create space between individuals when gathering or working together

while also adhering to preferred educational approaches
● Sign in for visitors, but the additional information (i.e., whether you have done a daily health

check) and/or contact information is no longer required by public health

KSA Spotlight

Kamloops Festival of the Performing Arts

Some of our students had the opportunity to participate in Kamloops Festival of Performing
Arts speech arts. Unfortunately the festival had to be virtual again this year, but we were able
to hold a celebration at the school for our hardworking students. Fifty-five students and their
families gathered in the gym to celebrate and watch each other. PAC created a red carpet
event, with free drinks, and snacks, as well as a photo booth for all attendees. Thank you to
our Drama teachers Ms. Clark, Mrs. C.J, and Miss Norman.



KSA Spotlight on Dance

KSA is home to so many forms of art.  This month we focus on the art of dance.  Students learn basic
movements to a beat in kindergarten.  Throughout their schooling they develop and refine their
rhythm, balance, form and many other skills to become masters of movement. Our KSA Dance
Squad as seen below has showcased their talents and done an amazing job at the Kamloops Festival
for the Performing Arts.  They have also taken their talents out to the community and performed at
Kamloops Boogie to the Bridge. The video link below of five dancers was a class assignment in
Pod3. They are Grade 6/7's and had to choreograph their own dance piece around a social theme
that integrated a prop. Our dance students are fantastic ambassadors for our KSA community!  Keep
on spreading the power of dance.

https://cfjctoday.com/2022/04/11/ksa-dance-squad-promotes-life-long-fitness/

Student Transfers For 2022-2023

Requests for student transfers that will commence in September will be accepted starting now and
ending at 12:00 noon on September 6th, 2022. All submissions must be made in writing and
forwarded to the receiving school's principal. All decisions regarding student transfers will be in
accordance with AP 305 School Boundaries and Student Transfer Requests. If you are planning on
moving your child for the fall of 2022, please let the office know so that we can make the appropriate
arrangements for the student’s file.

https://cfjctoday.com/2022/04/11/ksa-dance-squad-promotes-life-long-fitness/


KSA in the Community

On Earth Day Mrs.CJ's grade 4/5 and Mrs. Gilmar's grade 10 S.S. helped clean the Chinese
Cemetary on April 20. They learned about the Cemetary's importance to Kamloops history. They were
greeted by members of the Chinese Heriage Society who hosted a Quingming festival for the
students and they were on local news for their efforts.

KSA Brought the Boogie!

KSA participated in Kamloops’ annual Boogie to the
Bridge.  58 people registered for the KSA team.
They spent early mornings, lunch breaks and after
school running preparing for this running event.
Thank Mrs. CJ, Mrs. Shook, Mrs. Pavluk, Mrs Shultz
and all of our staff for volunteering your time
keeping KSA active.

Great job KSA promoting community spirit!



Mini Minors!

Mr. Sadik and Mrs. CJ' s classes attended the
Kamloops Exploration Group mining conference
on April.12. Students participated in a variety of
workshops learning all about mining and also
had projects on display.

Parent Input Request For Student Placements For

2022-2023

Each May and June teachers meet to organize classes with considerations given to
learning needs, teaching styles, social dynamics, academic groupings, class size limits,
gender balance, and where possible, parental requests. Moreover, tentative class lists are
made through staff conversations first before parental requests are looked at. However, for
those families who have significant concerns about their child’s educational placement, we
invite you to come to the school and pick up a PINK PARENT INPUT form and return it by
May 13th, 2022 indicating the educational reasons for your request. While this simply gives
parents a chance to advocate for their child and their educational needs, it by no means
guarantees that your request will be honoured so please keep this in mind. Ultimately, the
SCHOOL ACT, gives the principal the final say on any child’s placement in their school.
Secretaries will have these available  at the front door of the school in the office for pick up
starting Tuesday, April 26th.  Please fill out one per child and please note that name
requesting a particular teacher you want or do not want is not the intent of this process.

Athletics

We are very excited to get back on the pitch! This year we had our
first ever traveling tournament in KSA history! The girls went to
Hope, survived the great outdoors and came away with a shootout
victory.

The regular season starts April 14th as ksa takes on barriere. Follow
along with our season and success as we hope to make Okanagans
in May!

In primary classes they are learning tumbling, balancing and jumping
into gymnastics in the gym while Intermediate classes are gearing up
for the first Track and Field meet in 3 years!



GO STARS!

Winners of Unplug and Play

Mr. Staginnis and KSA would like to congratulate the following students for the participation in KSA’s
“Unplug and Play” event.

Emily Dormer - Grade 2 - Ms. Norman's Class
- Her favourite activity during Unplug and Play was skiing!

Amelia Pavluk - Grade 2 - Ms. Richmond's Class
- Her favourite activity during Unplug and Play was playing games with mom and dad.

Lily Murgatroyd - Grade 1 - Ms. Coates' Class
- Her favourite activity during Unplug and Play was going to the Big, Little Science Centre.

Imogen Duncan - Kindergarten - Ms. Rempel's Class
- Her favourite activity during Unplug and Play was snowshoeing.

Student Dress Code

With the warm weather approaching, students are reminded that clothing must be
appropriate for participating in a clean, safe environment and not detract from the
teaching/learning environment.  KSA follows the Dress Code outlined by School District
Administrative Procedure 350.2.

Students are expected to dress in a manner appropriate for an academic environment.
A student’s appearance, clothing, or cleanliness will not be permitted to disrupt the
educational process for themselves or others nor can it constitute a threat to health or safety.
When the school administration determines that a student’s appearance to be disruptive at
school, or is considered to be a threat to health or safety, the student will be required to make
necessary changes.

https://bcsd73.civicweb.net/filepro/documents/?preview=94006
https://bcsd73.civicweb.net/filepro/documents/?preview=94006


Get Off The Ice Before It Melts

Our KSA students found themselves wrapping up the winter season with their final skating sessions.
Students had a great time being physically active on the ice at McArthur arena.

SD73 - Parent Engagement Sessions

School District No. 73 is happy to share with you the following Parent Engagement evenings to be
offered during the 2021-2022 school year. These events will be added to the district calendar and will
be promoted through our social media channels. Each month, the information will also be emailed
directly to DPAC. All sessions will be on Zoom with the hope of moving to in-person sessions in 2022.
Parents and community members must sign up in order to receive the Zoom link.  Here are the
upcoming sessions.



Thursday, May 5th, 2022 7:00 – 8:00pm Register HERE
Ignite! Scientific Curiosity with Discovery Education
Presented by Isha Seth - Morgan Whitehouse (Moderator)

Thursday, May 19th, 2022 6:30 – 8:30pm Register HERE
Understanding Indigenous Principles of Learning Series 3

Presented by the District Aboriginal Resource Tea

Ministry Student Learning Survey

During the months of March and April, School District 73 is participating in the 2022 Ministry of
Education Electronic Anonymous Student Learning Survey Project in cooperation with all other school
districts throughout the Province.

Students in Grades 4, 7, 10 and 12 will be completing the online Anonymous survey beginning
in March.  Parents/guardians/caregivers will be given an opportunity to complete the online
Anonymous Student Learning Surveys any time before April 29th, 2022.  We encourage
parents/guardians/caregivers to participate in this survey, as the results are important in identifying
and celebrating current strengths, as well as determining where the school needs to focus
improvement.

The Provincial Student Learning Survey is unique in its scope, size and usefulness to schools.
It gathers information from parents/guardians/caregivers, teachers, and students on topics related to
school environment, safety, and achievement. The information is used for planning in individual
schools and provides a district and provincial perspective. Please contact the office if you have any
questions or concerns (250)374-3200.

To complete the survey:

1. Go to any computer that has an up-to-date internet browser

access at home, work, or school.

2. Go to www.bced.gov.bc.ca/sat_survey/access.htm

3. Under the section Direct Access – no logon number required

select:

· District: the name of your child’s district

· School: the name of your child’s school

· Language: the language of your choice

4. Complete the survey by clicking on the appropriate circle to answer each question. Move to the

next set of questions by clicking on the right arrow in the bottom right corner of the screen. Click on

the left arrow to navigate backwards.

5. When you are finished the survey, you will get a message “Thank you for sharing your views”.

6. Once complete, your school will have the results immediately.

https://forms.sd73.bc.ca/Parent-Engagement/2021-2022/Ignite-Scientific-Curiosity
https://forms.sd73.bc.ca/Parent-Engagement/2021-2022/Understanding-Indigenous-Principles-Series-3
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/sat_survey/access.htm


Positive Behaviour Intervention

erasereportit.gov.bc.ca OR erase.gov.bc.ca

Erase is all about building safe and caring school communities. This includes empowering
students, parents, educators and the community partners who support them to get help with
challenges, report concerns to schools, and learn about complex issues facing students

If there’s something worrying you or your friends at school, let an adult know who can help resolve
the situation.

The Erase Report It tool is an easy way to send a message to your school or school district’s safe
school coordinator, who will follow-up on the situation right away. They will also follow-up with you
privately, if you provide your name.

KSA has posted QR codes around the school for easy access to the erase link.  Don’t worry, you
don’t have to give your name and the problem will be kept private.  Let's work together to keep us
all in a safe learning environment.

Safe Arrival

Just a reminder to all parents/caregivers to call the toll free number
or use the Safe Arrival website to report any student absences or
late arrivals.

Toll free number to call: 1-844-350-2647
Website for parent access:https://go.schoolmessenger.com/#/home

Or download the  IOS or Android free app from their respective app
store. To find the app, search for “Safe Arrival School Connects”
(without the quotes) and install the free app. Thank you for helping
us keep your children safe!

Covid-19 *Update*

Kamloops School of the Arts is taking every measure seriously in reducing the spread of COVID-19.
We have recently updated our health and safety plan to reduce exposure. For more information and
frequently asked questions please refer to the SD73 website link below.

https://www.sd73.bc.ca/en/community-parents-and-students/communicable-disease-prevention-plan.
aspx

The Ministry of Education has updated the Provincial
COVID-19 Communicable Disease Guidelines for K-12
settings with this change in measures for schools.
Ensuring students, staff, and visitors stay home when
they are sick continues to be one of the most effective
personal measures to prevent the spread of COVID-19
from our communities into our schools. After vaccinations,
completing and following the directions of the Daily

https://erasereportit.gov.bc.ca/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/erase
https://erasereportit.gov.bc.ca/add/report-it
https://go.schoolmessenger.com/#/home
https://www.sd73.bc.ca/en/community-parents-and-students/communicable-disease-prevention-plan.aspx
https://www.sd73.bc.ca/en/community-parents-and-students/communicable-disease-prevention-plan.aspx


Health Check is one of the strongest individual measures each of us can take to limit COVID-19 in
our schools.
**Thank you for supporting the Provincial Health Order to keep our staff, students, and families safe.**



Click here to find out more information of what is going on around SD 73

https://www.sd73.bc.ca/en/whats-happening-news/board-notes.aspx

