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1390 Ninth Avenue, Kamloops BC V2C 3X5
PHONE: 250-374-3200 FAX: 250-377-2245

SAFE ARRIVAL: https://go.schoolmessenger.com/#/home
SAFE ARRIVAL PHONE: Call before 8:20 am to 1-844-350-2647

Principal's Message

Happy February 2022 everyone,

February is the month known for love, caring and kindness!
Students work everyday in these areas and continue to be
responsible citizens by following the S.T.A.R. Belief Matrix and
solving problems by using their W.I.T.S.. We have made
important updates to the behavior matrix including the creation of
an upper intermediate/secondary and a primary matrix.  I
encourage families to review the matrixes in this newsletter –
any questions or comments about the 2 new matrices can be
emailed to myself or Mr. Weisgerber (sweisgerber@sd73.bc.ca).

In regards to the health and safety of our students, attendance is
tracked daily to make sure we keep the school as safe as
possible from COVID-19.  When entering your child's absence
code, it’s important to choose the correct reason for an absence.
If your child is sick, please choose the "Illness" option rather than
"Parent Excused" option.  This indicator gives the school a more
accurate picture of what is happening in the school.

As always, everyone MUST complete a daily health check on
their child and continue to attend school only if they are not sick.
Interior Health continues to recommend everyone stay home
when they are sick, and to seek testing when recommended.
There is a great health app called ‘BC K-12 Daily Health
Check’.  It takes you through a list of symptom choices and then
directs you based on the outcome of your symptoms.

More information is available from BCCDC. As well, I am
including a link to a BCCDC document that outlines instructions
for close contacts of a person who has COVID-19. It is a
comprehensive flowchart that will be very helpful in navigating
when to isolate, get tested, and/or monitor symptoms.

I want to thank our families, staff and students for their continued
diligence and understanding as we navigate through the next
while.

Thank you for your continued support,

Blair Lloyd

Mr. B. Lloyd, Proud Principal of 500 S.T.A.R. students!

Important Dates

Jan. 31 &
Feb. 1

Project Completion Day
No regular scheduled classes for
secondary students

Feb. 2 Start Semester 2 (sec.)

FEb 3 Elementary Reports

Feb. 4 No School Pro-D

Feb. 14 Secondary Report Cards

Feb. 21 No School Family Day

Mar. 3 Early Dismissal (Secondary only)
Parent Teacher Interviews

Mar. 4 Grad photo retakes

Mar.21 -
Apr.1

Spring Break

Apr. 4 School’s back in session

Apr. 15 No School Good Friday

Apr. 18 No School Easter Monday

Apr. 25 No School Pro-D

May 6 Secondary report cards

May. 20 No School Pro-D

May. 23 No School Victoria Day

Jun. 23 Last Day of Secondary Classes

Jun. 29 Last day of Elementary classes
Early dismissal 12:30
Report Cards

Jun. 30 No School Administration Day

https://go.schoolmessenger.com/#/home
https://apps.apple.com/ca/app/bc-k-12-daily-health-checker/id1547334827
https://apps.apple.com/ca/app/bc-k-12-daily-health-checker/id1547334827
http://www.bccdc.ca/schools/


KSA Spotlight On “ART”

“Art is everywhere, and everywhere is art.”  This quote couldn’t
be more true than here at KSA.  Our school is a beautiful mosaic of
arts integrated learning. In elementary school, students learn about or
reflect on an educational theme and through the instruction of their
teacher, create visual art that showcases their interpretation of
knowledge.  Starting at the early grade of Kindergarten, students
created abstract scribble and watercolour art that expresses their
mood while listening to music.  The primary classes created art based
around their learning of polar bears.  They created a variety of
portraits and wrote what their senses would feel if they were a polar

bear.  The intermediate classes
created art based around their
learning in the classroom.  Art was
created to showcase the learning
about the states of matter. Artists
created bubble art showing
density of solids, liquids and
gasses. Reading the novel
Charlotte's Web students created
anatomical diagram art of spiders.  Learning and researching
ancient history, students made their own 2D art of ancient pottery.

In secondary art, sttudents learn more advanced techniques and
are given open ended themes to develop their talents. Jr. Art created an
amazing display of abstract watercolour paintings based on their own
self reflection of their identity.  Sr. Art took open themes such as vessels
and doors which takes an artist's perspective through a window. They

are challenged to take two famous
works of art such as the elements
and/or imagery from each piece and
combine them into one original work
of art.  Creating art with a reflection
shows a mirroring layer to their own
art.   Some students even
collaborated with a local musician to
create possible cover art for an
upcoming album.

Our hallways are always showcasing our amazing students' artistic talents and inspirations.
Click the link below to see more photos of our students' art.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_jGJzEeYNgqKRwnUceEIVqagdtzt35xtvhOyqlKBNjs/edit?usp=
sharing



Elementary Outdoor Education

Students grade 5-7 spent two days at Harper mountain skiing and snowboarding. This is a great
program organized by Mr. McBride where students get lessons to learn or improve their abilities on
the snow:)

Mrs.CJ and Mrs. Zettergreen's classes spent a day at Stake Lake. The students got to experience
cross country skiing and snowshoeing.

At KSA we value connecting to the land, appreciating and enjoying the beautiful area that we live in.

Updating Our KSA Behavior Matrix

As our school family continues to grow we are adapting to our changing school climate. We are
currently in the process of refining our student behaviour matrix to suit the diverse needs of our
younger elementary students and our older intermediate and secondary students.  This process has
involved the consultation of students in our school as well as our staff and administration.  We would
like to finish this process by consulting with the families of our school and we would accept any
feedback you would have to offer.  If you wish to give feedback or comment on our revised behaviour
matrix please, email Mr. Weisgerber at sweisgerber@sd73.bc.ca before Feb. 18th.

mailto:sweisgerber@sd73.bc.ca


Covid-19 *Update*

Kamloops School of the Arts is taking every measure seriously in reducing the spread of COVID-19.
We have recently updated our health and safety plan to reduce exposure. For more information and
frequently asked questions please refer to the SD73 website link below.

https://www.sd73.bc.ca/en/community-parents-and-students/communicable-disease-prevention-plan.
aspx

The Ministry of Education has updated the Provincial
COVID-19 Communicable Disease Guidelines for K-12
settings with this change in measures for schools.
Ensuring students, staff, and visitors stay home when they
are sick continues to be one of the most effective personal
measures to prevent the spread of COVID-19 from our
communities into our schools. After vaccinations,
completing and following the directions of the Daily Health
Check is one of the strongest individual measures each of
us can take to limit COVID-19 in our schools.

**Thank you for supporting the Provincial Health Order to keep our staff, students, and families safe.**

International Student Homestays

Have you thought about becoming a homestay family?

For many who have, it’s a rewarding experience that they are not soon to forget, as families benefit
from the wonderful cultural experience of supporting an international student in their home.

https://www.sd73.bc.ca/en/community-parents-and-students/communicable-disease-prevention-plan.aspx
https://www.sd73.bc.ca/en/community-parents-and-students/communicable-disease-prevention-plan.aspx


There are many great reasons to become a host family including making new friends from new
countries, learning more about the world, and discovering new cultures and customs from the comfort
of your own home.

Your duties as a host family will include providing a private room for each student, having regular
meals with your student, assisting with school start-up routines, and providing guidance and support
while the student studies in Kamloops.

Families are compensated $875 per month per student.  Please contact Leslee Faubert by email or
call 250-319-0862.

KSA - Elementary Skating

Classes will be skating from January to March 2022.  We have many smaller size skates for primary
students, but we are in need of larger skates for our older students (size 5 and up) and bike
and/or hockey helmets.  If you have a pair of skates that you would like to donate, please drop them
off at the office.

Shoes and Boots

As the weather changes, it is important to note that students are
required to wear indoor footwear for health and safety purposes.
Please have your son or daughter bring and leave a pair of inside
shoes at school as the weather is certainly wetter and outside shoes
are tracking in a lot of mud and water. On our linoleum stairs this can
be a serious slipping hazard for our students and staff and we would be
sorry to see anyone injured in a fall. If this is a financial burden for your
family, please contact Mr. Lloyd at the school and we will make the
necessary confidential arrangements.

Secondary Athletics

League athletics has moved forward under the updated covid protocols.
KSA has developed a Jr. Boys, Sr. Boys, and Jr. Girls' basketball team. Our
stars have been showing lots of school pride. Our Jr. Boys have picked up
their first win and we are very excited for them.  Under the new protocols at
this time audience spectators are unable to attend games.  We thank
parents and spectators for continuing to keep our school communities safe.

GO STARS GO!!

School Fees *Reminder*

With the start of the 2nd semester, school fees are past due.  Fees cover the expense of school
supplies as well as a concert series for our students.  Please be aware that unpaid fees directly affect
programs and resources at the school.  Please call the office at 250-374-3200 if you need more
information about the total cost for fees. School "on-line" fee payment program is now available. The
instructions are available on our KSA website under the Parents/Students tab - cashless schools.

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/6dB80L88ZRR-t91hyzvwjA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjOJnsP0QiaHR0cHM6Ly9zZDczLnNjaG9vbGNhc2hvbmxpbmUuY29tL1cHc2Nob29sbUIKYVJsZldhBvxgulIRYmxsb3lkQHNkNzMuYmMuY2FYBAAAAAI~


Safe Arrival

Just a reminder to all parents/caregivers to call the toll free number
or use the Safe Arrival website to report any student absences or
late arrivals.

Toll free number to call: 1-844-350-2647
Website for parent access:https://go.schoolmessenger.com/#/home

Or download the  IOS or Android free app from their respective app
store. To find the app, search for “Safe Arrival School Connects”
(without the quotes) and install the free app. Thank you for helping
us keep your children safe!

Click here to find out more information of what is going on around SD 73

https://go.schoolmessenger.com/#/home
https://www.sd73.bc.ca/en/whats-happening-news/board-notes.aspx

