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1390 Ninth Avenue, Kamloops BC V2C 3X5
PHONE: 250-374-3200 FAX: 250-377-2245

SAFE ARRIVAL: https://go.schoolmessenger.com/#/home
SAFE ARRIVAL PHONE: Call before 8:20 am to 1-844-350-2647

Principal's Message

The end of February and the beginning of March have all been
about festival. According to the Miriam-Webster dictionary, the
term festival has been around since about the 14th Century. It is
"a time of celebration marked by special observances" or "a
program of events and entertainment with a special focus". I
would argue that these few definitions fit our understanding of
what our students have been up to over these last few weeks!

Demonstration of the skills they have developed as performers is
only part of what has been happening for our students, though.
They have strove for excellence as partners with their teachers.
They have developed a better sense of who they are and who
they can be through their learning and they have supported one
another in this journey.

I want to congratulate all the students and teachers who worked
so hard during the past while with various festival performances.
Their commitment and dedication were truly evident in the highly
polished performances- Bravo and a standing "O" to our
students and staff who have worked so hard over these last few
weeks!

Spring has sprung! With warmer weather on its way, I encourage
students to clean out their lockers and take home their winter
boots. Our Spring Break this year is a two week break. The last
day of school for students is March 18th. We return from the
break on Monday, April 4th.

We hope your family enjoys some wonderful relaxation and time
together. We want to say a BIG “thank you” to our PAC and
parents who support many activities in our school. We are
looking forward to next week's dance!

Thank you for your continued support,

Blair Lloyd

Mr. B. Lloyd, Proud Principal of 500 S.T.A.R. students!

Important Dates

Mar. 3 Early Dismissal (Secondary only)
Parent Teacher Interviews

Mar. 4 Grad photo retakes

Mar.21 -
Apr.1

Spring Break

Apr. 4 School’s back in session

Apr. 7 Day of Recognition

Apr. 15 No School Good Friday

Apr. 18 No School Easter Monday

Apr. 25 No School Pro-D

May 6 Secondary report cards

May. 20 No School Pro-D

May. 23 No School Victoria Day

Jun. 23 Last Day of Secondary Classes

Jun. 29 Last day of Elementary classes
Early dismissal 12:30
Report Cards

Jun. 30 No School Administration Day

https://go.schoolmessenger.com/#/home


KSA Spotlight On “DRAMA”

Exciting things are happening in the drama room!!! Both Junior and Senior Drama classes are
currently working hard on their spring productions. The Juniors are preparing to present a fun light
comedy called the “Enchanted Bookshop.” The Senior class is presenting “Yearbook” which examines
school life, its importance and the lifelong memories it creates. Look for show dates coming the end
of April beginning of May!

Theatre tech class has started this semester. Tech teaches students how to run and manage a
theatre or play.  Students have started to learn how to remove and replace lights safely in the theatre.
Students are learning how to build full sets and how to transition and reposition set design between
scenes. Students are learning all of the behind the scenes tasks it takes to create a smooth running
show.  The tech class is looking forward to working with the senior and junior drama classes as well
as the upcoming musical theatre production.

Grade 7’s have been working very hard on preparing their drama festival recordings.  Students
performed their monologues under the lights and in front of the camera.  A special thanks to
Taqueesha for putting in the extra time with Mrs. Clark filming our talented students.

Arts in the Classroom “Science and Stars”

Mr. Stella's Science 10 students were tasked with creating mythical constellations that would
exist in the realms of the fantasy world that high school students are creating collaboratively.  Pictured
here are constellations for the Sky realm, the Water realm, the Ice realm and the Underground realm.
The students were also challenged to create the myth and backstory of how the creatures came to be
and how they continue to affect the realms.  These amazing constellations are currently on display
and being backlit so their true beauty can be seen.  This is a wonderful demonstration of how
teaching academics through the arts works here at KSA, in this case, astronomy, creative writing and
visual arts.  Well done, everyone!



KSA Connecting with the Community

Our KSA grade 12 students spent a day learning about
some of our community services available for people in
need.  Spending a morning at the Kamloops Mustard
Seed day center and thrift store students took a tour of
the shelters that are provided for the community.  They
learnt about the outreach programs in place for those
in need of help. After their tour the grade 12’s split into
groups where some stayed at the day center or moved



to the thrift store helping with sorting clothes and items that are sold to help pay for more community
services. Those at the day center either worked in the kitchen preparing food for the upcoming lunch
rush or spent time listening to people and their stories for what brought them to the Mustard Seed.
The reaction from students was heartwarming seeing the services that volunteers provide to the
community in need on a daily basis.  Many students said that they would love to return again to
volunteer their time.  Great job KSA!

Pink Shirt Day

KSA promotes a healthy and inclusive school environment.  On
February 23rd KSA celebrated pink shirt day promoting a bully
free school.  We are very proud of our school climate and strive
to make everyone feel welcome and a part of our school
community.  Thank you to the KSA
PAC for the creation of the
fabulous pink balloon arch!



Positive Behaviour Intervention

erasereportit.gov.bc.ca OR erase.gov.bc.ca

Erase is all about building safe and caring school communities. This includes empowering
students, parents, educators and the community partners who support them to get help with
challenges, report concerns to schools, and learn about complex issues facing students

If there’s something worrying you or your friends at school, let an adult know who can help resolve
the situation.

The Erase Report It tool is an easy way to send a message to your school or school district’s safe
school coordinator, who will follow-up on the situation right away. They will also follow-up with you
privately, if you provide your name.

KSA has posted QR codes around the school for easy access to the erase link.  Don’t worry, you
don’t have to give your name and the problem will be kept private.  Let's work together to keep us
all in a safe learning environment.

Elementary Athletics

Elementary wrestling ended in February.  It was a great season filled with teamwork and hard work.
A special thanks to Mrs. CJ for showing our young STARS sportsmanship on the wrestling mat.  Here
are the awards that were given out. Wrestler of the year will be given out at the end of the year:

Rookies of the year:
Lucas Godin and Kadence Sia-Park
Most improved:
Gabriel Frier and  Lou Smith
Outstanding partner awards:
Natalie Heffernan and Jax Rothenburger
Coach’s Helper: Aurora Crosby-Paroda
Most Dedicated Wrestlers:
Francis Norwood and Eimi Kan
Team Leader: Elwynn Cunnigham
Grit Awards:
Cashel Jensen and Brandon Walker
Positive attitude: Brendan Mayer
Quickest: Kate Cuthebert and Leo Jacometti
Strongest Grip:
Yusuke Kan and Azure Pendergast
Fighting Spirit:
Amelia Pavluk and Jacob Walker
Never Gives up: Lycon Jowsey
Hard Worker: Emmett Wallace

Positive Attitude: Kieren Frier
All around athlete: Austin Fitzmaurice

https://erasereportit.gov.bc.ca/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/erase
https://erasereportit.gov.bc.ca/add/report-it


Secondary Athletics

Another season of basketball has come and gone.  We are very proud of our STARS athletes.  Both
the Jr. Boys and Sr. Boys got their first win.  All our teams played competitively and with great
sportsmanship.  Our athletes are developing our sports programs and their hard work and dedication
will show improvement next season. It was hard not having fans in the bleachers but as covid
protocols eased the basketball teams were able to play one game in front of a school crowd against
the undefeated teachers of KSA.  It was a great feeling for the young athletes to hear their peers
cheating for them. At the end of the game it was the undefeated teachers who extended their winning
streak one more year, winning 47-23.  However the young team definitely won the “day after” award
still being spry and limber the next day of school.

Great Season STARS!

Parent Engagement Sessions

School District No. 73 is happy to share with you the following Parent Engagement evenings to be
offered during the 2021-2022 school year. These events will be added to the district calendar and will
be promoted through our social media channels. Each month, the information will also be emailed
directly to DPAC. All sessions will be on Zoom with the hope of moving to in-person sessions in 2022.
Parents and community members must sign up in order to receive the Zoom link.  Here are the
upcoming sessions.



Monday, March 14th, 2022 6:00 – 7:00pm Register HERE
Your Child and the New Competency Based IEP… Coming Soon!
Presented by Pam Gurney, Inclusive Education Services Coordinator

Tuesday, April 12th, 2022 6:30 – 8:30pm Register HERE
Trauma, Resilience, and Navigating Reconciliation
Presented by Kevin Lamoureux, University of Winnipeg and former Education Lead for the National
Centre for Truth and Reconciliation. Co-Author of 'Ensouling Our Schools'

Thursday, April 28th, 2022 6:30 – 8:30pm Register HERE
Parent Involvement Strategies
Presented by SD73 Indigenous Family Voices for Education Parent Group - Roxane Letterlough

Thursday, May 5th, 2022 7:00 – 8:00pm Register HERE
Ignite! Scientific Curiosity with Discovery Education
Presented by Isha Seth - Morgan Whitehouse (Moderator)

Thursday, May 19th, 2022 6:30 – 8:30pm Register HERE
Understanding Indigenous Principles of Learning Series 3
Presented by the District Aboriginal Resource Team

Ministry Student Learning Survey

During the months of March and April, School District 73 is participating in the 2022 Ministry of
Education Electronic Anonymous Student Learning Survey Project in cooperation with all other school
districts throughout the Province.

Students in Grades 4, 7, 10 and 12 will be completing the online Anonymous survey beginning in
March.  Parents/guardians/caregivers will be given an opportunity to complete the online Anonymous
Student Learning Surveys any time before April 29th, 2022.  We encourage
parents/guardians/caregivers to participate in this survey, as the results are important in identifying
and celebrating current strengths, as well as determining where the school needs to focus
improvement.

The Provincial Student Learning Survey is unique in its scope, size and usefulness to schools. It
gathers information from parents/guardians/caregivers, teachers, and students on topics related to
school environment, safety, and achievement. The information is used for planning in individual
schools and provides a district and provincial perspective. Please contact the office if you have any
questions or concerns (250)374-3200.

To complete the survey:

1. Go to any computer that has an up-to-date internet browser

access at home, work, or school.

2. Go to www.bced.gov.bc.ca/sat_survey/access.htm

3. Under the section Direct Access – no logon number required

select:

· District: the name of your child’s district

· School: the name of your child’s school

· Language: the language of your choice

4. Complete the survey by clicking on the appropriate circle to answer each question. Move to the

next set of questions by clicking on the right arrow in the bottom right corner of the screen. Click on

the left arrow to navigate backwards.

5. When you are finished the survey, you will get a message “Thank you for sharing your views”.

6. Once complete, your school will have the results immediately.

https://forms.sd73.bc.ca/Parent-Engagement/2021-2022/Your-Child-and-the-New-Competency-Based-IEP
https://forms.sd73.bc.ca/Parent-Engagement/2021-2022/Trauma-Resilience-and-Navigating-Reconciliation
https://forms.sd73.bc.ca/Parent-Engagement/2021-2022/Parent-Involvement-Strategies
https://forms.sd73.bc.ca/Parent-Engagement/2021-2022/Ignite-Scientific-Curiosity
https://forms.sd73.bc.ca/Parent-Engagement/2021-2022/Understanding-Indigenous-Principles-Series-3
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/sat_survey/access.htm


School Fees *Reminder*

With the start of the 2nd semester, school fees are past due.  Fees cover the expense of school
supplies as well as a concert series for our students.  Please be aware that unpaid fees directly affect
programs and resources at the school.  Please call the office at 250-374-3200 if you need more
information about the total cost for fees. School "on-line" fee payment program is now available. The
instructions are available on our KSA website under the Parents/Students tab - cashless schools.

Safe Arrival

Just a reminder to all parents/caregivers to call the toll free number
or use the Safe Arrival website to report any student absences or
late arrivals.

Toll free number to call: 1-844-350-2647
Website for parent access:https://go.schoolmessenger.com/#/home

Or download the  IOS or Android free app from their respective app
store. To find the app, search for “Safe Arrival School Connects”
(without the quotes) and install the free app. Thank you for helping
us keep your children safe!

Covid-19 *Update*

Kamloops School of the Arts is taking every measure seriously in reducing the spread of COVID-19.
We have recently updated our health and safety plan to reduce exposure. For more information and
frequently asked questions please refer to the SD73 website link below.

https://www.sd73.bc.ca/en/community-parents-and-students/communicable-disease-prevention-plan.
aspx

The Ministry of Education has updated the Provincial
COVID-19 Communicable Disease Guidelines for K-12
settings with this change in measures for schools.
Ensuring students, staff, and visitors stay home when
they are sick continues to be one of the most effective
personal measures to prevent the spread of COVID-19
from our communities into our schools. After vaccinations,
completing and following the directions of the Daily
Health Check is one of the strongest individual measures
each of us can take to limit COVID-19 in our schools.

**Thank you for supporting the Provincial Health Order to keep our staff, students, and families safe.**

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/6dB80L88ZRR-t91hyzvwjA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjOJnsP0QiaHR0cHM6Ly9zZDczLnNjaG9vbGNhc2hvbmxpbmUuY29tL1cHc2Nob29sbUIKYVJsZldhBvxgulIRYmxsb3lkQHNkNzMuYmMuY2FYBAAAAAI~
https://go.schoolmessenger.com/#/home
https://www.sd73.bc.ca/en/community-parents-and-students/communicable-disease-prevention-plan.aspx
https://www.sd73.bc.ca/en/community-parents-and-students/communicable-disease-prevention-plan.aspx


Click here to find out more information of what is going on around SD 73

https://www.sd73.bc.ca/en/whats-happening-news/board-notes.aspx

