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1390 Ninth Avenue, Kamloops BC V2C 3X5
PHONE: 250-374-3200 FAX: 250-377-2245
SAFE ARRIVAL: ktsd.schoolconnects.com

SAFE ARRIVAL PHONE: Call before 8:20 am to 1-844-350-2647

Principal's Message

Dear parents, guardians, and caregivers:

The school year is moving along fast! Students are working hard and
learning new concepts every day. Students enjoyed a variety of
experiences last month. Our various KSA Halloween celebrations
(check the KSA Facebook page for photos) and Volleyball team sports
are just a few examples of the extra events happening around the
school.

Thank you to all families for attending our parent/teacher interviews.
Our teaching staff appreciates your support and interest in your
student’s learning.

As the weather gets colder, please ensure that your child is dressed
appropriately and have your child check our school lost and found for
missing items.

This upcoming month, we shift our focus to remembering those
individuals who have protected our country and helped to keep Canada
a safe place to live. Due to Covid safety protocols, our Remembrance
Day ceremony will be done virtually, please look out for a link in the
near future.

I encourage all families to review our Social Responsibility programs
and discuss the STAR Belief system with your child.  You can find this
information on our school website or by clicking here.

Lastly, staff have noticed a number of students arriving at school
without a mask.  The school has a limited number of masks to provide
students.  Please encourage/remind your student to wear a mask each
day, your support is greatly appreciated.

Mr. B. Lloyd
Proud Principal of 500 S.T.A.R. students!

Important Dates

Nov. 11 No School Remembrance Day

Nov. 26 Photo retakes

Nov. 26 Secondary Report Cards

Dec. 6 No School Pro-D

Dec. 10 Elementary Interim Reports

Dec. 17 Last day of classes before winter
break

Dec. 20-
Jan. 3

Winter Break

Jan. 4 School back in session

Feb. 4 No School Pro-D

Feb. 21 No School Family Day

Feb. 14 Secondary Report Cards

Mar. 3 Early Dismissal (Secondary only)
Parent Teacher Interviews

Mar. 4 Elementary Progress report

Mar.21 -
Apr.1

Spring Break

Apr. 4 School’s back in session

Apr. 15 No School Good Friday

Apr. 18 No School Easter Monday

Apr. 25 No School Pro-D

May 6 Secondary report cards

May. 20 No School Pro-D

May. 23 No School Victoria Day

Jun. 23 Last Day of Secondary Classes

Jun. 29 Last day of Elementary classes
Early dismissal 12:30
Report Cards

Jun. 30 No School Administration Day

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1g1e5eabfn-MSwrK480yduE8nFd9kPa34/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=118294593743657575535&rtpof=true&sd=true


Grade 1 Art In The Classroom

Students in Mrs. Woods grade 1 created a fall tree
inspired by Peter Reynolds' story, The Dot.  Students
integrated Science, Art, and Literature to learn about
fall.  We also created a giant sunflower mural replicating
Vincent Van Gogh's painting, Fourteen Sunflowers in a
Vase.  Students learned that Vincent was sad most of
his life, but sunflowers made him feel happy.  This mural
was created to show how when we work together, we
can create a truly unique masterpiece.  The final image
is of an eagle that was created to show words of
encouragement and affirmation.  Each student added a
feather and their words are surrounding the image of an
eagle. This piece was designed to honour and
recognize the Day of Truth and Reconciliation/Orange
Shirt day.  It is a representation showing how each
student is important, special, and valued.

KSA In Wonderland- Happy Halloween

The last school day before halloween students were encouraged to come to school dressed up and
enjoy some spooky school bonding.  Teachers dressed up under the theme of Alice in Wonderland
and while learning was still happening in the classroom, KSA took the time to enjoy a Haunted
Hallway organized and created by the secondary connections crew. A cake walk was setup by Mrs.
Zettergreen and the dance squad.  A costume parade around the school was enjoyed by the
elementary classes. Finally a fun flash mob collaboration between the secondary dance class and
some elementary classes took place out on the back field.  It was a Fun, Freaky, Friday at KSA!



Secondary Arts Integration Project

This month our secondary students and staff enjoyed their
second workshop with resident artist Lee Edward Födi,
focussing on the first concrete step in the creative process
of world building - the creation of a roughly sketched setting
map. Each map started with a character in a corner who
needed to get to a lost object in the opposite corner by
travelling through various landscapes present in the fictional
world. They also encountered various obstacles to be
overcome and received assistance from sub-characters.
These maps are created by authors to ensure the
geographical references made in writing remain consistent
throughout the story and also help the author/creator and
reader envision the world’s landscape features, flora and
fauna. As students discuss various ecosystems and
biological processes present in our world through their
Science classes, they will be able to extend their
understanding by applying these concepts to their fictional
world setting. Setting maps also provide an opportunity for
brainstorming potential plot elements and characters.

Remembrance Day Virtual Assembly

On November 10th KSA will celebrate Remembrance Day virtually.
Elementary and secondary classes have been submitting a variety of video
recordings that have been put into a virtual assembly.
Mr. Macfarlane and the media arts class have put together a video for our
students to experience in the safety of their classrooms.

“Lest We Forget”

A reminder that there is no school on November 11th.



BC Education - Enhancing Substance Use Prevention

The Ministry of Health is sponsoring an initiative to expand and
enhance the use of evidence-based approaches for BC schools
to address youth substance use. The first step in this
engagement is to listen and learn. Therefore, the Ministry is
asking parents and caregivers to complete a 10-minute survey
about youth substance use.

Enhancing Substance Use Prevention in BC Schools Survey In Phase 2 of an ongoing engagement
initiative, the Province is seeking input on how to help meet the challenge of youth substance use
and its associated harms. Please invite parents and caregivers in your school community to
complete this short survey by November 19.  The URL has also been posted below.

https://engage.gov.bc.ca/govtogetherbc/consultation/enhancing-substance-use-prevention-in-bc-sc
hools/

Covid-19 Update

On October 1, 2021, the Provincial Health Officer, Dr. Bonnie Henry announced that all students
from K-12 will be required to wear masks in school as of Monday, October 4, 2021. The mask
mandate will continue until further notice. This decision was made by the Ministries of Education
and Health, and it is directly connected to the rising numbers of cases in the K-3 age group. While
the number of potential exposures to COVID-19 in our schools has increased, Interior Health’s
contact tracing confirms that the greatest risk of transmission is during activities taking place
outside of school.

The Ministry of Education has updated the Provincial COVID-19 Communicable Disease Guidelines
for K-12 Settings with this change in measures for schools. Ensuring students, staff, and visitors
stay home when they are sick continues to be one of the most effective personal measures to
prevent the spread of COVID-19 from our communities into our schools. After vaccinations,
completing and following the directions of the Daily Health Check is one of the strongest individual
measures each of us can take to limit COVID-19 in our schools.

“Winter is Here” - Part 1 Shoes and Boots

As the weather changes, it is important to note that students are
required to wear indoor footwear for health and safety purposes.
Please have your son or daughter bring and leave a pair of inside
shoes at school as the weather is certainly wetter and outside shoes
are tracking in a lot of mud and water. On our linoleum stairs this can
be a serious slipping hazard for our students and staff and we would
be sorry to see anyone injured in a fall. If this is a financial burden for

your family, please contact Mr. Lloyd at the school and we will make
the necessary confidential arrangements.

Athletics

We are back baby!! high school sports are in full swing, as we enter the fall
season. This year we have a Girls Sr. and Jr. Volleyball team, it was amazing to
see so many girls try out for our teams this year, the future looks very strong.
Both teams have walked away with victories in their first few matches of the
season, with maybe the most exciting match KSA has seen in a while defeating
the St Ann Crusaders 28-26 in overtime!  Look for future games and updates as
the season rolls along.

https://feedback.engage.gov.bc.ca/888247?lang=en
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/RmVYJrrVbch6Xf4QBkd9Gg~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjXYOTP0RkaHR0cHM6Ly9zZDczLnVzMTYubGlzdC1tYW5hZ2UuY29tL3RyYWNrL2NsaWNrP3U9YTU3NjlmODZiNzlmMmE3NzE5MzhjYjRkMiZpZD0zZDZiNWE1MmE4JmU9MWZmYTZlZTM3ZFcHc2Nob29sbUIKYXsTUHxhR_zuZ1IRYmxsb3lkQHNkNzMuYmMuY2FYBAAAAAI~


We also had a Sr. boys' soccer team, although we did not get the results we hoped for on the pitch,
I am very excited with the youth and talent levels of our team. What we lacked in size we made up
for in heart. I am very proud of their effort and I am excited to get back on the field again next year.

GO STARS GO!!!

KSA Christmas Hampers

Once again our school will be collecting non-perishable food donations to support the local families and the
food bank. More information will be sent out in December on how students can bring food to the school.  In
the meantime, if parents/guardians know of a family that could use a food hamper, please contact Mr. Lloyd
or Ms. Latta at the school office (250-374-3200).  Thank you to everyone for your support in our endeavour
to make a difference in our community.

KSA - Elementary Skating

Classes will be skating from January to March 2022.  We have many smaller size skates for primary
students, but we are in need of larger skates for our older students (size 5 and up) and bike and/or
hockey helmets.  If you have a pair of skates that you would like to donate, please drop them off at the office.

TRU Nursing

Kamloops School of the Arts and the TRU nursing department has collaborated with classrooms throughout
the school during the 2021-2022 school year.  TRU students have also prepared evidence based articles to
support families and students at home- each month KSA will add an article into our newsletter to provide
valuable information to support healthy habits.

Breakfast is Brainpower

Mornings can be rushed. Having healthy breakfast ideas can save you time and worry in the morning. A
balanced morning meal includes sources of protein, energy-providing carbohydrates, and healthy fats. Our
brains use carbohydrates as its main fuel. Eating grains, vegetables, and fruit at breakfast gives fuel for our
brains so a child can function well emotionally and physically at school. Helping children to implement these
healthy habits will assist children in making these habits stick and last a lifetime.

Breakfast on the go ideas:

- Whole grain toast with peanut butter and a banana sliced on top

- Fruit yogurt smoothie with small homemade muffin or breakfast cookie (make a large batch and freeze)

- Fruit and yogurt parfait with granola

- Oatmeal and fruit

- Whole grain cereal and milk

- Scrambled eggs, whole grain English muffin

- Choose water as your drink of choice instead of sugary drinks or caffeine

Spend time together as a family coming up with breakfast ideas, this will help the whole family feel a part of
the plan! https://food-guide.canada.ca/en/

https://food-guide.canada.ca/en/


School Photos

Photo retakes at KSA are scheduled for Friday November 26th. For retakes, all the students need
to do is bring in their old package, and we just take a new photo and print the same package they
originally purchased for them, no paperwork necessary.  Some kids forget their photos, so we still
do a retake, the photographer has the database  so they  know which package they purchased and
just ask them to return the old package to the office within a few days after retakes.

Some kids will have forgotten their order form from the original day.  They can purchase a package
from their original photo or they can have a new photo taken and order that photo.

Right photography NEVER says no to package retakes, if families are not happy with their original
photo they will take a new one.  If they get their new package and end up
liking the original one more, parents can contact Right Photography and
they will  switch the package back to their first photo.

Right Photography will refund their package purchase once we get the
package back, no questions asked.

Fruit and Veggie Program

KSA will again be participating in the Fruit and Vegetable program. If
you would like more information about the program, please check out
https://www.bcaitc.ca/.

Please note: If you do not want your child receiving fruit and vegetables
and/or milk program please call the office.

School Fees
School fees are now due to the office.  Fees cover the expense of school supplies as well as a
concert series for our students.  Please be aware that unpaid fees directly affect programs and
resources at the school.  Please call the office at 250-374-3200 if you need more information about
the total cost for fees. School "on-line" fee payment program is now available. You should have been
emailed earlier this week with instructions to register if you wish to use this platform for course fee
payments. The instructions are also available on our KSA website under the Parents/Students tab -
cashless schools.

FOUND 4 KIDS

found 4 kids
found4kids is a local group helping SD73 families by providing school

clothing at no cost.

Book your private appointment to select from our collection by

emailing found4kids@gmail.com or calling Dianne @ 250 554 3654

Children must be accompanied by an adult.

found4kids is located on the lower level of Lansdowne Village Mall.

https://www.bcaitc.ca/
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/6dB80L88ZRR-t91hyzvwjA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjOJnsP0QiaHR0cHM6Ly9zZDczLnNjaG9vbGNhc2hvbmxpbmUuY29tL1cHc2Nob29sbUIKYVJsZldhBvxgulIRYmxsb3lkQHNkNzMuYmMuY2FYBAAAAAI~


Lockers

The school district is happy to announce that all students (elementary and
secondary) will be allowed access to school lockers.  Students will be
assigned lockers from your teacher for students to store their school
belongings.  Please ensure that your homeroom teacher has a copy of the
locker combination to prevent any locks needing to be cut off.

Cell Phones

Older students who come to school with cellular phones are reminded
that these are only to be used with teacher permission. These cellular
phones can be quite a temptation for our young people, so we ask that
if they need to come to school, they need to be stored away
somewhere safe.  You can help as well by not texting your child(ren)
during the day.  If you need to get a hold of your child(ren), please call
Ms. Ullstrom at the office and she will be able to get a message to
him/her/them.  If your child’s teacher needs to speak to your child
about their phone use more than twice, the office is where the phone
will need to be housed during the school day.  If it’s possible to keep
the phone at home, that is an even better alternative, as the school is
not responsible for lost, stolen, or damaged property.

Safe Arrival

Just a reminder to all parents/caregivers to call the toll free number
or use the Safe Arrival website to report any student absences or
late arrivals.

Toll free number to call: 1-844-350-2647
Website for parent access:http://ktsd.schoolconnects.com/

Or download the  IOS or Android free app from their respective app
store. To find the app, search for “Safe Arrival School Connects”
(without the quotes) and install the free app. Thank you for helping
us keep your children safe!

KIDS PLUS™ ACCIDENT INSURANCE PROGRAM

Over the years, Kids Plus™ has helped many families, providing much
needed reimbursements for out-of-pocket costs. We appreciate your
support and we are truly grateful for the part you have played.

We have big news: the Kids Plus™ Accident Insurance school
distribution program is moving online!

The main website at kidsplus.ca will continue to be available for
parents to purchase coverage, access claims forms and full plan
information online. Additionally, for 2019 we’ve decided to take our mission to be green one step
further by discontinuing distribution of all Kids Plus™ Notices (Brochures) to reduce our overall
paper use. These changes are part of our ongoing commitment to continuously provide superior and
meaningful service to our partners and clients while reducing our impact on the environment.
Effective this September 1st, there will be some changes to our Kids Plus™ Accident Insurance
policy that will impact our Active Plan holders. Permanent Total Disability coverage will be reduced
from $360,000 to $100,000 and Dismemberment or Total & Permanent Loss of Use from $200,000
to $100,000. These changes allow us to continue to offer the benefits families use most, such as
dental treatment and eyewear, with no increase in premiums.

http://ktsd.schoolconnects.com/
http://www.kidsplus.ca/


If you have any questions or would like to learn more about our new promotional landing page, our
Kids Plus™ Client Service Specialists would be happy to assist you. You may contact us toll-free at
1-800-556-7411 or email kidsplus@ia.ca.

Click here to find out more information of what is going on around SD 73 School District

https://www.sd73.bc.ca/en/whats-happening-news/board-notes.aspx

