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Principal's Message

Dear parents, guardians, and caregivers:

The school year is moving along fast! Students are working hard and learning new concepts every
day. The school is buzzing everyday, both during the day and after school, with rich learning
opportunities.  Halloween Hallway, Reading Detectives, Salmon Run field trip, Wellness Fair, Cross
Country running, 24/48 Film Challenge, POD 3 CBC presentations and Volleyball team sports are just
a few examples of the extra events happening around the school.  We have been posting our student
art work and activities on the KSA Facebook page so that families can have a glimpse into the
going-ons in the school.

Thank you to all families for attending our parent/teacher interviews. Our teaching staff appreciates
your support and interest in the student’s learning. As the weather gets colder, please ensure that
your child is dressed appropriately and check the Facebook page for pictures of our school lost and
found for missing items. This upcoming month, we shift our focus to remembering those individuals
who have protected our country and helped to keep Canada a safe place to live.

The month of November also  brings us to a time where we will bring to an end term 1 on November
10th with Secondary report cards to be issued on November 25th . Elementary interim reports are
scheduled to go home the week of November 21st.  We continue to stress to our students the
importance of keeping their work up-to-date and utilizing their google classrooms and connect with
teachers to receive any additional support that they may need.

A big thanks from all of our students and staff to our KSA PAC for your on-going support for the many
exciting initiatives that take place on our campus. Your endless support of everything that happens at
our school is truly appreciated.  A reminder that we do our meetings in the big dance studio- the next
PAC meeting is scheduled for November 23rd at 6pm.   All of our KSA PAC information located within
our KSA website. All interested parents are invited to attend these meetings to be a part of our
collective planning which further supports all of our students at KSA.

Thank you for your continued support,

Blair Lloyd,  Proud Principal of 509 KSA STAR students!



Salmon Run
KSA students all joined together to go on
a school-wide field trip to the Salmon Run
on October 12th. Secondary and
elementary classes buddied up for a
great day of learning at Adams River.

Arts Integration & S.T.E.A.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, Mathematics)

Arts integration and S.T.E.A.M happens daily at KSA! Elementary students turned their salmon run
learning into a beautiful mural, made salmon prints with District Aboriginal Elementary Resource
Teacher, Trudi Nielsen, and conducted pumpkin experiments with District Science Coordinator,
Morgan Whitehouse. Secondary students in Physics learned about the art of racecar design and
engineered pumpkins out of found materials to represent their majors.



November 21, 2022 PD Day – No School

September 19th PD Day Rescheduled to Nov. 21 due to the National
Day of Mourning to mark the passing of Queen Elizabeth ll.

Remembrance Day Assembly - November 10th at 10:45 am
Our school will be holding our Remembrance Day assembly at 10:45 on November 10th.  Seats are
limited but parents and caregivers are welcome to join us for this solemn event.

KSA Connections Crew is proud to announce the return of the Evening Coffee House!

After a 3 year hiatus, the KSA Coffee House is back!  The Coffee House is a night of amazing
performances by our talented students.  We are excited to showcase the
incredible artistic abilities of our secondary students.  Please join us in
the KSA drama room on Wednesday, November 16, at 7:00 PM.
Tickets will be sold at the door for $5 on a first come, first served
basis.  Please arrive early to ensure your seat, as they are limited and
the event has traditionally sold out.  A concession will be available during
intermission with coffee, tea, and baked goods. Proceeds from the event
will go to the show sponsors; the KSA Connections Crew and the 2023
KSA Grad Class.

We hope to see you there!   The KSA Connections Crew

Christmas Concert- December 13th at 1 and 6 pm

The season is almost upon us and the students at KSA are beginning to get prepared for the annual Christmas
Concert. This year’s concert will take place on December 13th.There will be an afternoon show beginning at
1:00 pm and an evening performance beginning at 6:00 pm.  This year’s performance is titled, The Greatest
Season!  We hope to highlight the hard work of the students in the concert and if possible, encourage families
to keep little ones at home that night. This year’s afternoon concert will be open seating while the
evening performance will be entrance by ticket. Each household has been allotted 2 free tickets.   Extra
tickets for the evening show will be released on a first come first serve basis starting on Friday, December 9th.
A letter will be coming home to families in the near future with further information about how to attain your
tickets.

The PAC has planned a few fundraisers for the Christmas concert including a 50/50 draw, park like a

principal and bake sale to name just a  few so they encourage everyone to support these initiatives by

bringing some money to the show.

Shoes & Boots
As the weather changes, it is important to note that students are required to wear indoor footwear for
health and safety purposes. Please have your son or daughter bring and leave a pair of inside shoes
at school as the weather is certainly wetter and outside shoes are tracking in a lot of mud and water.
On our linoleum stairs this can be a serious slipping hazard for our students and staff and we would
be sorry to see anyone injured in a fall. If this is a financial burden for your family, please contact Mr.
Lloyd or Ms. Latta at the school and we will make the necessary confidential arrangements.

Second Chances Thrift Store- Do All Things With Kindness
We have opened up the final section of our store. But, this is a different kind of space compared to
the rest of the store, or any store, really. Because this corner of our store will only have things that
people can take for free. We sat down with our team and asked them how we could be better, do



better and make a bigger difference. We opened up a space in our store where all the things in it can
be taken free of charge. We will have clothing, bedding, housewares and toiletries. We will probably
have some other great stuff too. Everything will be free. There will be no qualifications, no limits, no
questions and no barriers. We hope this type of access to a little help will make a big difference for all
kinds of people in our community. Do all things with kindness. It doesn't matter how many people live
in Kamloops, it matters that all of them are warm, safe and doing well.

KSA has received a few $50 gift certificates for the Second Chances Thrift Store- please contact Mr.
Lloyd or Ms. Latta to receive a coupon.
Farm to Table

Mrs. CJ and Mrs. Coates' buddy classes learned the
art of preserving food. The students grew carrots in
the school garden and then used them to make
pickled carrots. Students worked together to can
over 50 jars of Pickled Carrots which will be for sale
at the KSA craft fair. Pod 2 also went to Pete
Murray's farm. Here they explored life cycles thru the
Chinook salmon run, went through the corn maze
and picked out pumpkins.

Athletics

Elementary Volleyball is in full swing and KSA has 4 teams this year! It is great
to see a packed gym again with students playing and cheering their team on.

The Junior Volleyball players - students in Grades 8-10 - have been working
hard in practice and games to build foundational skills and work together as a
team. We have been competitive against other Division 1 teams, our confidence
and consistency are improving every week, and game-play experience has
taught us to win AND lose together.

GO STARS 🌟

Little Buddies Fall Walk

Mrs. Pavluk’s  grade 3’s and Miss Dickinson’s Kinder-star little buddies
went on a fall walk to collect leaves for an art project. We ended up at
a big tree behind the school board office. Fun was had by all!!



“Spook”-tacular Halloween

Pumpkins (Thank you, NuLeaf Market!), costumes, a parade, a dance, and a haunted hallway…KSA
is the place to be for Halloween!

November PAC Update
Happy November! PAC has a very busy month ahead and we thank you in advance for all your
support. Here are some reminders & updates

Ongoing | KSA PAC Hot Lunches & Booster Juice
Order deadlines for the PAC Hot Lunches & Booster Juice are ongoing. Please be sure to order AND
PAY prior to these deadlines. We added Eat Clean for Friday December 9 - if you ordered early,
please go back in and order for Eat Clean.
To order visit: https://munchalunch.com/schools/ksa
then select the "Kamloops School of the Arts (PAC) button.

Saturday November 12 | KSA Craft Fair
More details HERE.
**Please be sure to tell your friends and family & invite them on Facebook.

Wednesday November 23 @ 6:00pm | PAC Meeting
Join us in the Elementary Dance Studio for the November meeting.

Sunday November 27 | KSA at the Santa Parade

https://munchalunch.com/schools/ksa
https://fb.me/e/21qhoutyQ


KSA PAC is once again entering a float in the Santa Claus Parade on Sunday November 27.
Elementary students have the opportunity to be a part of the choir group on the float. Email
hitherrien@gmail.com if your child is interested.

REMINDER to join our Facebook page to always stay up to date! facebook.com/groups/ksapac

Questions, comments or concerns for KSA PAC? Please email: board@ksapac.ca

Important Dates:
November 12 | 10:00am-3:00pm | KSA Craft Fair
November 16 | Sweet Home Cafe & Papa G’s Hot Lunch
November 23 | 6:00pm | PAC Meeting
November 24 | Booster Juice
November 27 | 4:30pm | Santa Claus Parade
November 30 | Senor Froggy Hot Lunch
December 9 | Eat Clean Hot Lunch
December 16 | Pizza Hut Hot Lunch

Helping Our Community

The district is fortunate to have partnered with Second Chances Thrift Store to support families
requiring clothes. Families are able to receive some clothes for free.  In addition, KSA participates in
the district Starfish Grocery Program through the Kamloops Food Bank to provide bags of groceries
to families in need. If you would like more information on either of these programs, please contact the
school.

MyEdBC Parent Portal

If you have not already done so, we suggest that you set up your MyEdBC Parent Portal account at
your earliest convenience.  Report cards will be published on the Parent Portal, as well as other items
specific to parents.  Should you require assistance setting up your account, please call the office and
we can walk you through it.

School Academy Fees
Elementary school fees are now due to the office.  Fees cover the expense of school supplies as well
as a concert series for our students.  Please be aware that unpaid fees directly affect programs and
resources at the school.  Secondary school fees will be applied this week and will be available to view
on the School Cash Online site next week.  Please call the office at 250-374-3200 if you need more
information about the total cost for fees, or if you require assistance with the School Cash Online
program.

Safe Arrival
Parents no longer leave a message on their school's answering machine/Safe Arrival line. Our new
system handles the majority of parent contact (including phone calls) when a student absence is
unexpected. This also allows parents to interact directly with the system in the following ways:

● by phone when the system calls you or when you want to initiate a call to notify that your child
will be absent

● by internet through a login controlled web page interface
● by a Smartphone app (iOS and Android version; both available for free)

https://www.facebook.com/groups/ksapac
mailto:board@ksapac.ca


● NEW: We are improving our communication through SchoolMessenger by offering a text
message option for parents. Activate this free service by sending the message 'Y' or 'Yes' to
the District’s short code number: 978338. You can opt out of these messages at any time by
replying to a message with 'Stop.'

In the preferences on the
SchoolMessenger App, parents can
select the style of message that they wish
to receive for certain school messages.
For example, parents may wish to receive
a text message for a morning call (Safe
Arrival) instead of a phone call.All parents
are asked to please report student
absences before 8:30 am on the day of
the absence (you can also report
absences in advance, if they are known).
To report an absence you may choose to:

● Call the toll free # 1-844-350-2647 or
● access the following website: https://go.schoolmessenger.ca or
● download app from Google Play or Apple's App Store

Please choose the reason for your child’s absence from school: sick, appointment, family vacation, etc.
Don’t forget to wait for confirmation # to ensure your child’s absence has been recorded. A registration
email will be sent to parents in advance. These emails are not spam and will contain specific parent login
information for the system, as well as instructions on how to log in as a parent to report your child’s
absences. If you do not connect with the system by 8:30 am on the day of your child’s absence from
school and when the teacher has completed attendance for his/her class, then a report will be dispatched
for all.

https://go.schoolmessenger.ca/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.schoolmessenger.recipient
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/schoolmessenger-infocenter/id978894818


Important Dates

Oct. 28 Photo Retakes Feb. 20 No School Family Day

Nov. 2 Take Your Kid To Work Day (Gr.
9’s)

Mar. 2 Early Dismissal(secondary only)
Parent Teacher Interviews

Nov. 10 Remembrance Day Ceremony Mar. 10 Elementary Report Cards

Nov. 11 No School Remembrance Day Mar.20 - 31 Spring Break

Nov. 12 KSA Craft Fair Apr. 3 School’s back in session

Nov. 16 Sweet Home Cafe & Papa G’s
PAC Hot Lunch

Apr. 7 No School Good Friday

Nov. 21 No School Pro-D (rescheduled
from Sept)
Elementary Interims home this
week

Apr. 10 No School Easter Monday

Nov. 23 PAC Meeting Apr. 24 No School Pro-D

Nov. 25 Secondary Report Cards Out May 2 Secondary report cards

Nov. 27 KSA at the Santa Claus Parade May 19 No School Pro-D

Nov. 30 Senor Froggy PAC Hot Lunch May 22 No School Victoria Day

Dec. 5 No School  Pro-D Jun. 23 Last Day of Secondary classes

Dec. 9 Eat Clean PAC Hot Lunch Jun. 29 Last Day of Elementary classes

Dec 13 Christmas Concert

Dec. 16 Last day of classes before winter
break
Pizza Hut PAC Hot Lunch

Dec. 19-
Jan. 2

Winter Break

Jan. 3 School’s back in session

Jan. 25 Grad Photos

Feb. 3 No school  Pro-D

Feb. 13 Secondary Report Cards


