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1390 Ninth Avenue, Kamloops BC V2C 3X5 
 PHONE: 250-374-3200 FAX: 250-377-2245  
SAFE ARRIVAL: ktsd.schoolconnects.com  

SAFE ARRIVAL PHONE: Call before 8:20 am to 1-844-350-2647 

Principal's Message:  
 
With the arrival of December, cold weather, and all of the 
festive happenings, it’s time to renew a pledge to take care 
of yourself, your loved ones and your community. At KSA, 
many heart warming activities are taking place including 
the Christmas Hampers, school wide Christmas celebration 
video, classroom door decorating, and many other events 
in each classroom. Staff are keeping students busy with a 
balanced academic focus as we also begin the new term- 
reports have been sent home in the Secondary Division 
and interim reports will be sent home to Elementary aged 
students next week.  
 
In the Secondary Division, I enjoyed reading the report 
comments and hearing about how each of our students 
have progressed over the past three months of this school 
year. I must congratulate our fabulous students and staff 
for a job well done this first term! 
 
Our staff and students are continuing to do an outstanding 
job within all of our health and safety controls and 
measures. As your principal, I appreciate your on-going 
support as we aim to not only provide an optimal 
learning/teaching environment, but also one that is safe 
and respectful of everyone's health and well-being.  We ask 
that parents and visitors refrain from coming on school 
property and when necessary, mask up when dropping 
off/picking up students. 
 
I LOVE being your principal!  Wishing each and every one 
of you a joyous and safe holiday season! 
 
 
 
 
 
Blair Lloyd 
(Proud Principal of 482 KSA STAR STUDENTS!) 

 
  
 

Important Dates 
 

 

Dec. 3 Secondary Report Cards 

Dec. 7-11 Elem. Interim Reports home 

Dec. 7 No School  Pro-D 

Dec. 8 Gr. 6 immunizations 

Dec. 18 Last day of classes before winter 
break 

Dec. 19- 
Jan. 3 

Winter Break 

Jan. 4 School’s back in session  

Feb. 4 Elementary reports home 

Feb. 15 No School Family Day 

Feb. 18 Secondary Report Cards  

Mar. 4 Early Dismissal (secondary only) 
Parent Teacher Interviews 

Mar.15-19 Spring Break 

Mar. 22 School’s back in session 

Apr. 2 No School- Good Friday 

Apr. 5 No School- Easter Monday 

Apr. 26 Secondary report cards 

May. 21 No School Pro-D 

May. 24 No School Victoria Day 

Jun. 20  Last Day of Secondary Classes 

Jun. 21 Gr. 10 Gov’t Numeracy Assessment 
Gr.11Capstone Portfolio 
Gr. 12 Eng. 12 Exam 

Jun. 24 Last day of Elementary classes 
Early dismissal 12:30 
Report Cards  

Jun. 25  No School Administration Day 



 

Science, Science, Science! 

The Science of Stress 

 

Kindergarten Scientists  

   

Circuit Science 

 

 
Chemistry 12 students have been studying 
the effect of stresses as they are applied to 
chemical reactions in equilibrium.  Such 
stresses included the application/removal 
of heat, the addition of acids/bases, and the 
addition of positive and negative ions.  The 
results of the stresses being applied were 
significant colour changes.  Science!  

 

     

Mrs. Remple’s kindergarten class has been 
learning all about owls.  On Thursday the 
26th, they got to dissect owl pellets to 
discover what barn owls eat.  The children 
matched the bones they found to a bone 
chart, and we were very excited to find that 
our pellets contained many rodents and even 
a bird!  We could tell this by the skulls that 
were in the pellets!  These junior scientists 
explored the animal kingdom and their 
learning took flight.  

                

 
      In Science 9 and Physics 11/12, students took an 
arts-integrated approach to learning about electrical circuits by 
painting individual canvases and designing circuits to light them 
up! Students learned about the advantages of circuits in parallel 
formation rather than series, Ohm's Law calculations, direction of 
electron flow, and how to build a switch out of a paper clip to 
control electron flow.  

    

        



 

 

 

Athletics 

 

 

Elementary Athletics  

 

 

 

Erase is all about building safe and caring school communities. This includes empowering students, parents, 
educators and the community partners who support them to get help with challenges, report concerns to 
schools, and learn about complex issues facing students 

If there’s something worrying you or your friends at school, let an adult know who can help resolve the 
situation. 

The Erase Report It tool is an easy way to send a message to your school or school district’s safe school 
coordinator, who will follow-up on the situation right away. They will also follow-up with you privately, if you 
provide your name. 

 

KSA has posted QR codes around the school for easy access to the erase link.  Don’t worry, you don’t have 
to give your name and the problem will be kept private.  Let's work together to keep us all in a safe learning 
environment.  

Online Safety Mental Health and Wellbeing Bullying 

Substance abuse Violence SOGI - Sexual Orientation and  
            Gender Identity 

       It has been a different type of volleyball season this year.  The 
KSA Stars unfortunately did not get the chance to play in any league 
games due to COVID-19.  Both the senior and junior teams got the 
chance to apply their practicing against the teachers in a couple of 
skirmishes.  While it was easy to see that their skills did improve and 
all of the games were close, neither the juniors or the seniors were 
able to claim victory against the teachers.   A special thanks to go 
out to our volunteer coaches: Chrisanne Boucher (senior team) and 
Lacey Banman (junior team). 

Basketball is coming up next!  

GO STARS GO!!! 

    

      

 
          Intermediate students have been enjoying 
Badminton in PE lately. Racket sports can be tricky at 
first but the students have stuck with it and are now 
enjoying playing doubles games.  Keep up the great 
work, future athletes!  

https://erasereportit.gov.bc.ca/add/report-it


 

KSA - Christmas Amalgamated  

 

Shoes and Boots 

 

*Student Safety* Pick-up and Drop-off 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Clark’s grade 7 class and the secondary connections crew is 
organizing KSA’s donations towards Christmas Amalgamated. This 
has always been a great showing of kindness and community from 
our KSA families towards those that are in need during the holiday 
season.  Classrooms are collecting “Christmas Hamper Basics”  as 
well as a loonie or toonie to be put towards a $25.00 meat certificate. 
Let's continue to give back to our community and donate an item from 
the list below.   Please check with your classroom teacher for any 
further specifics.  

Christmas Hamper Basics List 
3-5lbs of potatoes               1 box/package of stuffing  
2 tins of vegetables             2 tins of soup  
1 large juice                         2 packages of pudding  
1 tin cranberry jelly              1 doz. Oranges  
1 doz. Apples                      Christmas cake  
Mixed nuts                          Candy or Chocolate  
Coffee or Tea                      $25.00 Meat Certificate 

 

      As the weather changes, it is important to note that students are 
required to wear indoor footwear for health and safety purposes. 
Please have your son or daughter bring and leave a pair of inside 
shoes at school as the weather is certainly wetter and outside shoes 
are tracking in a lot of mud and water. On our linoleum stairs this can 
be a serious slipping hazard for our students and staff and we would 
be sorry to see anyone injured in a fall. If this is a financial burden for 
your family, please contact Mr. Lloyd at the school and we will make 
the necessary confidential arrangements. 
 
Also, everyone entering the building is asked to remove outside 
footwear when the snow starts falling.  Students carry their boots 
down hallways to their exit doors and it is very uncomfortable for 
them when they step in water left over from wet boots.  Thank you for 
your cooperation! 
 

         Parents are reminded that the school parking lot is limited to STAFF PARKING ONLY. To help ensure 
the safety of our students, parents should not be driving through this lot at any time to drop off or pick up 
students. Parents are encouraged to park in the designated areas on Fraser St. or along 9th ave past the 
bus stops in order to come into the school. We appreciate your understanding and thank you for your 
cooperation! 



 

KSA SPIRIT WEAR 

 

EFry - “Future Bright” 

 

 

COURSE FEES -Reminder-  
 

 

 
  

 

  

      Spirit wear orders will be arriving this week to KSA. Students of 
families that have ordered spirit wear will be given their items to take 
home.  If the items are a present and you would like to arrange pick up 
so that your child does not find out about the item, please contact Kirk 
MacFarlane (kmacfarlane@sd73.bc.ca) before Wednesday, December 
2nd. 

Wear your school pride!  

The Elizabeth Fry Society of Greater Vancouver (also known as EFry) 
runs a free program, Future Bright, that helps families with net income of 
less than $48,535 access up to $3,200 in federal and provincial 
government savings grants that are available to fund their child’s 
education after high school.  While studies have shown having as little as 
$500 saved for post high-school education can increase students’ 
likelihood of graduating, 6 in 10 eligible children don’t access the grants. 
 
Future Bright helps families overcome the barriers to claiming these 
grants, which many people don’t know exist: 
· Obtaining the necessary government ID needed at no cost. 
· Setting up a no-cost RESP for their child. Both grants are 

deposited into the RESP. 
· Claiming the Canada Learning Bond, valued at $2,000, available 

for children up to and including age 15. 
· Claiming the BC Training & Education Grant of $1,200, available 

for children who are 6 to 8 years old. 
 
In addition to live, personalized support by phone or Zoom, Future Bright 
has created a series of video tutorials to walk families through the 
different steps in the process. Families only need to watch the videos that 
pertain to their situation. 

 
More information about Future Bright and our video tutorial series can be 
found at myfuturebright.ca<http://www.myfuturebright.ca/ 

 

 

 

 

 
    Course fee update: Last month your child was given their 
course fees. We would ask that these fees please be paid in a 
timely manner at our main office during school hours. These 
enhancement fees are required to pay for the materials associated 
with their courses  
 

       

http://www.myfuturebright.ca/


 

KSA - PAC Letter 

 

 
 
 
 

KSA PAC has been very busy in the last couple of months. We are excited to share a few successes 
and a few updates.  

 
PAC is providing KSA with roughly 230 bags of popcorn per week, One of our Executive members 

picks the popcorn up each week from Skippy’s Popcorn, then our two “popcorn dads” deliver it to the classes 
following COVID procedures. We as a PAC did decide to keep popcorn at only $1 so that it stays affordable 
to all students. PAC only makes $0.20 per bag. We also started a pay it forward program, and are pleased to 
announce that we have had 100 bags of popcorn donated! Thank you Kevin and Stefan for keeping the 
popcorn fun alive!  

 
PAC was able to purchase 25 keyboards for KSA and our students have already been learning, 

creating, and enjoying them! We even have an after school club! The PAC Purchased the keyboards for a 
total of $ 5049.52  

 
This year we have quite a few fundraisers going, but we also have big plans for our school! Hopefully 

by the end of Christmas break we will have an entirely new gym sound system. This is a huge need for KSA, 
as our school performances are usually too big to host in other venues (Sagebrush theatre) and our past 
sound system is older than some of our parents! If you have had the chance to attend one of KSA’s 
performances, then you know why we need it replaced. With the new system we will be going from 2 to 4 
stationary speakers. These speakers will be much clearer, and with digital processing and delay will remove 
echo in the gym, so we will actually be able to hear the person speaking/performing. We will also be 
upgrading to a fully digital mixing board that will be current and very important for our students to learn to use 
if they plan to be in the arts after graduation. The new system will be easy to configure for performances, and 
be used daily for gym classes and rental groups, it will also remove the need for us to rent sound equipment 
for dances etc. This system will also include a bluetooth receiver and one wireless mic. We also purchased 
two portable speakers that can be integrated with the gym audio or used separately for outdoor events etc. A 
few future purchases we would like to add on in the future would be two vocal monitors and an additional 
wireless mic. The total spent on the sound system is $19,959.31. A huge Thank you to GK Sound for 
working with our budget and for teaching us all about good sound!  

 
This year we participated in the coupon book fundraiser and are happy to announce that we made 

$1859.15 We also just wrapped up our Mom’s Pantry fundraiser, the orders will arrive around the 7th of 
December, and the total amount raised will be known on the 10th of December! KSA just wrapped up our 
first ever online craft fair, Elly Grabner who did the entire thing on her own and raised $1015 for KSA! Thank 
you for supporting our schools fundraisers, if you have any fund-raising ideas please reach out to us! 

  
Our first Booster Juice and Taco Tuesday of the school year went amazing! We had a few extra steps 

and a few less volunteers due to COVID, but we made a record order for booster juice and had a great lunch 
for our students, a huge thank you to our Booster Juice moms Hailey and Kim as Well as Holly for taking on 
the entire hot lunch program!  

 
The final thing is a few fun projects that PAC is and will be supporting. We have a free book cart that 

will follow COVID procedures and spend some time in each class for our students to have a free book to 
trade, keep, or read. A huge thank you for Mr. Lloyd for getting the Bright Red Book Bus to support our 
school with books! PAC will be purchasing $500 in Kiln equipment to support our elementary art classes. We 
look forward to seeing some cool pottery! PAC has already supported KSA clubs with over $800 in club 
money with more requests coming in each month! Our final fundraiser of the year will actually be in support 
of the KSA Dance squad, which will be performing in the Kamloops Festival of the arts with 6 dances. The 
Dance Squad will be selling flavoured popcorn from Skippy’s to purchase costumes, footwear, and cover 
registration fees. PAC will be accepting payments to help with the fundraiser. Please remember if you are 
sending an e-transfer payment please include your Child's name, their teachers name, and what your order 
is! 

 
 PAC would like to thank all of our parents for all the support we receive. If you would like to reach out 

to PAC at anytime please email us at board@ksapac.ca or you can join the KSA PAC page on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ksapac Our next PAC meeting will be Dec 9th at 6pm on Zoom (link to be 
sent out soon). 

 
Sincerely, 
 
KSA PAC 



 

SAFE ARRIVAL  
Just a reminder to all parents/caregivers to call the toll free number or use the Safe Arrival website to report 
any student absences or late arrivals.  

Toll free number to call: 1-844-350-2647 
Website for parent access:  https://go.schoolmessenger.ca 

Or download the  IOS or Android free app from their respective app store. To find the app, search for “School 
Messenger” (without the quotes) and install the free app. We ask that parents please report student 
absences before 8:30 am on the day of the absence, although the system also allows for reporting of 
student absences long in advance for holiday, trips etc. Thank you for helping us keep your children safe! 
 

 

https://go.schoolmessenger.ca/

